LETTERS FROM LT. GEORGE WOLCOTT TO JULIA LOUNSBERY
November 1861 — April 1863

These letters were written mostly in pencil, haerbmlded many times, and stored in Lt.
Wolcott’s leather bound traveling trunk, along witis saber. They are located at the
Town of Caroline Historical Room.

George Wolcott was born on January 13, 1836 in’siQtorners [now
Brooktondale] New York, the son of George and S&abd Wolcott. His enlistment
record lists his occupation as “Mechanick”. Latensus records list his occupation as
“merchant” or “carpenter”. He was single when hiésted in April 1861 for 2 years as a
Serg’t at age 25. He was “mustered” [left for Jutpm Caroline on May 31, 1861 with
Company | of the 3y Infantry New York State Volunteers.

After completing his duty, he returned to Mott'er@ers and married Julia
Lounsbery. They had one son, Clarence.

George Wolcott died in Brooktondale, NY on Janu8y 1916 at the age of 80
years, 3 days.

(* indicates names of persons mentioned in theretnd can be found at the end of this
record.)

CAMP NEWTON
NOV. 10/ 61

My Dear Julia

Like yourself, Julia, the commencement of thigeleas yours stoped [sic] me to
think. Although I've written these words many timget the more | write them the
dearer they become. Just looking at those shadsaquickens the frutsations [sic] of
my heart and causes feelings the nature of whiehtisely different from all others that
I've felt. Since | commenced this, my thoughtsdaarried me back many years and to
a time when | wouldn’t dare make such a one. Butinog back the journey becomes
more pleasant and now I've returned to those wagdsn, which’s to know that | have
the right to use them makes me most proud and hapbg letter you send by John
Ryan* was handed me all did me a gredtadeyood and to know that you
were feeling better certainly made me feel betteton’t know what the reason may be
that John’s don’t receive his letters, withbwas that the Reg’t being new the
postmaster at Washington might not have known wtiexg were encamped.

Paul* and | got ready last Sunday to go and ska Bat learning that the Reg’t
had gone to the Navy Yard at Washington we hadvw®igup. | am glad that Rich is

more to you than he used to be. | can thioterof him now.
| received you letter dated NoV fwo days ago but | haven't had time to write till
today and | haven’t got time to answer it now assh to. You wish to know had

you dated this Oct 24if | would have known what anniversary it wouldvezbeen. |
answer yes Julia you remember well what happenteelea us that night. | remember



all the circumstances of that night from the time started from your home till we
returned. And most of all | remember when witheating and anxious heart | asked you
that delicate question and how happy | was aftegiveng an answer. My heart has kept
that date and your name and your welfare have bpparmost in my mind ever since
and are now and | hope they ever will be.

Nor was it blindly or thoughtlessly that | askealiyto be to me what you
promised. | was a question that had been neanebkeart for a long time and I think it
was sufficiently considered at least My Julia, d hhought of it long and earnestly
enough to make it so. | loved you dearly Missaludind | thought my affections for you
could be no greater but it has been growing everesand | have learned to love you as
only a strong nature can love. How could | therlissatisfied did be
fullness any way from one on whom | have placedthsch confidence, on one who has
my whole heart and affections, and on one whonpkekto relive all my fondest hopes
of happiness on this earth.

ELMIRA
MAY 12 /61

My Dear Julia

When we parted on last Sunday evening | not aglhytihat | was parting with one
| most loved but realized more pain and felt moudytdepressed than ever before not so
much on account of parting (as | expect to meetagain soon) but that | might have
acted cruel and unjust. But if | have Julia plgagelon and have confidence in me for if
| know my own heart | am sure you need not havefaayof me acting the part of a
knave as | consider the promises that | have madey sacred as the Bible itself.

But | suppose you would like to know where | amd &ow | am, and how | have
been since we left Ithaca. We started from dediftbhca on Thursday evening at seven
o’clock amid the roar of cannon and the waving ariidkerchiefs and arrived at Owego
about mine stoped at the Ohwaga House and tookhied of course interested me very
much.

We left Owego at seven and arrived at EImira agnve then marched to the
Brevier House and took dinner. After dinner we chato our barracks which is in
Beecher’s Church where | now am writing, in compauiity Messrs Beers Bennet and
Mills who are also writing to their friends.

I am well as usual and like the soldiers life vemll so far much better than |
expected to us we have good board at the Brevieséland don’t have to drill but six
hours a day. Itis Sunday and although thereeistplexcitement here | cannot but feel
lonely at the thought that | can’t be with you ight to enjoy your company as usual.
But the dearest hope of being with you again anndampart keeps my spirits up and is
the most precious that now engages my thoughts.

Friend Camp and | have just returned from a sthotbugh the City we saw a
great many people of all classes and every desmmipElmira is a third larger than



Ithaca and has some very nice buildings the mosarkable | saw was the Ladies
Seminary which | think is a very splendid structute&an’t write any more at present and
you must excuse me for not writing sooner asthésfirst opportunity | have had this is
rather a poor one for | have been writing on myskwith noise and excitement in every
direction. Please write immediately as | am varyiaus to here from you and direct in
care of Captain Whittock.

From one that can’t love you better

George Wolcott

STATEN ISLAND
MAY 22 [1861]

Ever Dearest Julia

When | wrote you in EImira we were not aware tatshould leave so soon.

The Colonel of the first California regiment havingard of our company was very
anxious to have us join his regiment and senttetegram to that effect on Thursday the
14" and we left Elmira for New York on Friday the"at 10. M and arrived at Jersey
City ferry at 8.40 on Saturday. We had a very gpedsic] ride but we saw nothing very
remarkable till we were on board the ferry boat wive were suddenly surprised and
elated by seeing on of the greatest wonders cdigleg(the great Eastern). It lay quietly at
anchor and at first sight it appeared like a ldigek cloud in the distance. As we passed
nearer to this great ship with its forest of matspgesented a splended [sic] and
unexpected sight — to our unsophisticated eyes.

We reach the great Metripolis[sic] about ten@d am. The remainder of
Saturday Ed Camp*, and | with Ben Spaulding* aslgugpent traveling about the City.
On Sunday we started for Staten Island at whicbeplae now are.

We are all well except three or four and we angrigagood and interesting times.
This Island is one of the most delightful placevér saw. It is partly covered with
woods and there is a cool breeze blowing contigwalich makes it very pleasant and
also my healthful.

It is a pleasant day and | have just returned feovisit to the sea shore for the
first time and | am now in the woods with my papefore me on a stump writing to one
| love esteem and worship.

Dearest Julia Although | am far from you my hessvarmed with the deepest
feelings of affection and love towards you, andaramagine that either time or absence
or anything else will ever cause it to diminish.

| have not time to write any more at present lehawot received a letter from you
yet but | am anxiously looking for one.

Please write and give me the news and | will emdeto with more the next time.
The post office address is New Dorp, Staten Islandare of Capt. Whittock.

May God bless and preserve you
Ever, my dearest Julia your most attached George



CAMP YATES
JUNE 20/61

Dear Julia

| always leave you with feelings of regret bueler had then so muched [sic]
moved as they were on Sunday eve. When | lingaredr usual place of parting there
were many thoughts both sad and pleasant passegythmy mind. | realized more than
ever how precious you were to me and that my affiedor you was not passing, but
deep and lasting, and would last as long as Itslalt was very hard for me to leave you
but the hope of returning, to claim you as my oandver, was nearest my heart and had
no small influence in keeping my spirit bright astdong.

| left quiet Motts Corners on Monday evening, radichight on the cars and
arrived at Staten Island safe and sound on Tuestiayclock am. | had a good nights
rest Tuesday night and awoke Wednesday morningégeéry well. That cough | had |
mostly lost on the cars and the cool and invigagabreese [sic] from the sea has blown
the rest of it away. | am entirely rid of it no@n my return to camp | was gladly
welcomed by the men who expressed quite a degrgleadure at seeing me and in
return | was pleased to see them and find themynathmvell. | expected there would be
several sick with the measles but then had begnamd new case since | left and those
who had them had got well. Leiut. Jackson is wéck with them. They have been quite
a dread here but | don’t fear them on my accountv¥e had them and so has Ed Camp*.

The men are being paid this week which causedusoni and excitement
generally. Some are smart enough to keep their\gblle others have been spending
theirs as fast as they could Some by getting deumtksome by gambling.

But this will soon be stoped [sic] as the guard been increased and the hard
cases are closely watched.

Our food has been very good this week they hawengis more than usually,
good ham, dried plums, and strawberries. Thedesgt and | are the last of our
company to get our rations and by playing a goauiivee have figured to get two
rations, why shouldn’t not. We don’t do this omiaen they have something extra.

Each man has his ration handed him on a plateedidtel
Tarrytown corn and ours are allowed to go the lchgdo eat.

Our regiment has not been ordered yet and | do@tv when it will be Julia.
Although it hasn’t been but a short time sincew yau | am anxious to hear from you
and shall expect a letter soon.

Your same George



ALEXANDRIA JULY 23/ 61

My Dear Julia

It has been one week and one day since | receivettier from you. It was the
same day that we commenced our march for Manaasatiah and we have been
marching ever since. Our Reg't got back to thielraamp at Fort Ellsworth near
Alexandria yesterday, Tuesday, after a slow mafdtwenty six miles all safe and well.
We have met the enemy but they are not ours yetvarare not theirs. The great battle
at the Junction took place on Sunday th& @mmencing in the morning and lasting
until about five o’clock pm. 1 won’t give you thgarticulars of the battle for | suppose
you don’t care about hearing them but | will sag &now it to be true that the sole cause
of our army retreating was on account of the cowardnd inability of some of the
inferior officers (and even generals) to direct &atl the men. The division that our
Reg't was in was a reserved corps posted to cuheffetreat of the enemy or to be
called on in case of necessity they were not caltetlll the retreat commenced and
consequently we were not in the heat of the batflar Reg't was called at half past five
to protect Greens Battery which consisted of thiigces and was very valuble [sic] and
which was attached by a large force of infantry ealdary [sic] under the command of
Ben McCullock of Texas called the black riders vithwee did with coolness and entire
success.

We retreated slowly and reluctantly the calvarg][®llowing us about three
miles coming quite near us several times when gagrformed in a hollow square and
ready and anxious to receive them every time anthpa few effective shots sent
among them from Greens Battery emptying the sadiflaggyood many of them (one
riderless horse we captured and have with us nbim@y went back not even coming near
enough to give us a shot at them with our muskedsaath the conclusion | think what
they couldn’t frightened us as they did some ofdtieer regiments.

While the greatest part of the army was retreatirtge wildest confusion with no
enemy pursuing them our regiment was cool andatsdein good order at least Scott has
sent us his complements for the good order we wbden retreating.

But we are back to camp now and expect to havetiesess again.

Ed Camp* is writing to his Sue and is also writendescription of me through her
request and he has just made me promise that ybusdrould make them a visit as soon
as we return home.

| have just been reading your last letter andadiscthat you wish to know if |
would be willing to have my likeness just in thatdslocket. Without taking the trouble
to consider the matter seriously | will give my sent. Julia, I've written you two letters
and two home since I've been here and have notliean them and to make up for this
| want you to write at least two or three and sdrain on immediately. Pleas excuse me
for writing with a pencil for | had no ink.

Direct to Washington as before and oblige your Geor



CAMP TYLER
SEPT 20/61

Dear Julia

Your welcome letter of the ﬂ(welcome is no name for it and | could think of
none that would satisfy my feelings) did not finé m my cottage by the sea, but as you
rightly supposed we have left Alexandria and yettek found me in the fort on Lees’
farm.

The fort is six miles from Alexan.and three anab# miles from Munsons’ hill
the exterior lines of the rebels. Perhaps you wakélto have a description of it. It is
oblong in shape being fifty rods in length and derage width about ten rods.

There is a ditch around this fort twelve feet washel nine feet deep. The dirt
taken out of this ditch was used to form the paragech is eight feet high affording a
secure shelter against muskets or artillery. Thesdfour covered pits in the inside to
protect the men from the bursting of shells. Thaye just commenced mounting the
guns which are sixty pounders. They are nice anéswill soon be ready to send forth
their peals for the union. Three companies ofReg’t were sent there yestaday [sic] the
19" for guard duty during the day and night.

While there General McClellan and staff visited tort and were received with
three cheers and a tiger. | had charge of a ra@fidfas he approached us we saluted him
with a present arms. In return he gave no mone gheommon salute lifting his cap as he
passed.

There was a pleasant smile on his face and Hisjsist suited the men, who
remarked that they would fight to the last withlsacgeneral. He is of medium size,
looks to be thirty-five, is noble looking has arngiag eye, and is very gentlemanly
appearing. He knows that it is essential, to leeessful, to have the love and confidence
of the soldiers. He visits the numerous campsfartd, takes particular pains to talk to
the soldiers and whenever he goes makes a goodstimd) impression. There is no
such name as McClellan among the soldiers. | adbiat you wonder concerning the
result of the battle that has been expected topkdae every day for the past two weeks.
There is no doubt in my mind as to the result nany mans’ mind here who is
acquainted with the position and condition of the tespective armies. Should
Beaueguard hazard an attack for which our wholeyasranxiously wishing his men
would easily be defeated and destroyed. We ledroedsouthern papers and deserters
who are coming over to our lines every day thatuBeguard [sic] had promised his
friends that he should make the attack beforegdamly as soon as the twentieth. If he
had intended to make an attack with any show afessgche should make it two weeks
ago. Our not there and _were twenty chances in his
favor then to one now. The rebellion has assunsegreatest __ portions possible but it
isn’t sufficient to insure success. The tide afession has already changed and | think,
at least in three months, it will be pretty muchyad out. | almost forgot to tell you
where our camp was situated. It is on AlexandggHts a pleasant and healthful place.
It is three miles from Alexandria and near the daeminary which is decidedly the
biggest thing that :

There are twenty camps within a half mile of oarsd farther on, tents can be
seen as far as the eye can reach. A splendidvéiagpresented to our Reg't theé"igent




here by the patriotic ladies of the far off eldayvadsenators Latham and McDougal made
excellent speeches and are also from California.

CAMP NEWTON
OCT 27/61

Dear Julia

I haven’t much time to write what what | have and let you
know that | am well and that | arrived safely aeardd camp if nothing more. After we
parted at your home which wasn’t very pleasantrierl went home then went to the
Depot and as | suppose you are aware we startédeforYork City on the night train.

We reached New York Tuesday morning and remainexc thil Wednesday morning.
We got another recruit in New York by the name ahgtell who is Pauls* cousin and a
relative of the Winchells in Caroline. We weredyta get him for he is good looking and
a smart appearing young man. We left New York Vésday morning for Washington
via Philadelphia. We had an interesting and pletasde.

We passed through several large cities over skfreeas and we were in five
different states in one day and also in the DisticColumbia.

We arrived at Washington Wednesday evening sibookcand remained there till
the next day. We went down the Potimac [sic] THaysto Alexandria and the same day
went up to our camp when we arrived all right aredlwPauls’ [sic] and Jims’ curiosity |
think was somewhat excited on the rode coming dswlafter we got in camp but they
will soon get broke in and things won’t seem sarsge.

Ben Spaulding* was over to Halls’ Hill one day vehi was home and saw all the
boys. He said they were all well and liked solitigmpretty well but didn’t like Capt.
Walker very well nor their regiment.

Their camp is six miles form ours. | would likeedo over to see John and Jim but
six miles is quite a distance and | can’t be awaynfour Company so long very well.
Everything is quiet here and affairs are aboutstimae as they were when | left. To the
right of us the rebels have been falling back amdtimops advancing. | don’t know
whether our brigade will advance soon or not.

When | reach camp | heard the sad news that Méagner was dead. He was
taken sick with the typhoid fever two weeks befostarted for home. He was very
much loved and respected by all the men of our @yand they all deeply feel his loss.
He was a good officer, a brave man, and a gentlerkianis the first man that has died in
our company.

Dear Julia it is hard to be away from you but feam any man who has any love
for his country stay at home. He wouldn’t be ddmgduty and wouldn’t be considered
a man. | greatly miss you and you are ever inmoyghts as usual. The pleasing
thought that we shall meet and not part is evenglo me.

Eugene Simpson looks as well as ever
Yours as usual
Geo Wolcott




CAMP NEWTON
DEC1/61

My Dear Julia

Another week is passed and Sunday has come agaistill affairs are the same
here, that is we have had no orders to move yeharahe knows here when we will
have.

Some think that we will remain here all winter sothink we won't, and some
don’t know what to think.

The troops are anxious to move and hate the thiafgitaying here during the
winter. The preparations that McClellan is maklimgk like moving and lead me to think
that he will make a grand advance before longoplehit won't be long for the sooner he
advances the sooner the rebellion will be crusha@sult for which no one looks more
anxiously forward than I. | am well and havingyetmes. This is pleasant enough yet
there is something else you know what it is Julat tsn’t so pleasant.

But anticipations of the future and your letteeg my spirits up and the fair
prospect of having our country again free, andettigectation of having one like you to
share the joys and sorrows of this life with is@maging and consoling and figures an
important part towards driving away Sorrow.

Julia if it were that | could bear both your sevrand mine and leave you free
from trouble it would make the load much lighter fioe. | will close this by again
expressing the earnest wish that we may be favasedie have been, with good health
for which favor | sincerely thank him to whom we @all.

Although it is the first day of winter it is quifgeasant here. We are having some
pleasant weather and some that isn’'t. The weé#lgrite changeable. There will be
three or four days warm and pleasant and then potweoorainy and no so pleasant. | am
prepared for either in the way of clothing.

| have a pair of boots that come up to my kneelsaaa proof against wet and
cold. I have plenty of good woolen stockings adknty of other cloths. | have good
blankets and can sleep quite comfortable. Thethe&athe company is very good better
than it has been at any other time since we hage ImeVirginia. There are no cases of
fever in our company and | don’t know as thereiarbe regiment. There are five or six
not well and not very sic k. The most of the ses®is caused by careless and foolish
exposure. Eugen [sic] Simpson* is well and bacthtocompany.

Your letter of the 2t was received and has been perused several tilnéa,
trust | wondered whom those persons might be thatieen saying such things about
you and felt as though | would like to have a shalk with them. In most every
community you will find some person®wbklight in hurting one’s
feelings. Although it is unpleasant yet I thinksitbest as your mother says, and | would
like to be near you to say don’t mind what they Baar if we do as near as we can what
is required of us that is sufficient.



CAMP NEWTON
DEC 15/61

My Dear Julia

Sunday has come again and as we have not dugrfiarm | take this time to
write you. We are still at Camp Newton and it looksv as though we will remain here
some time.

The most of the men of our Reg’'t have been pragaxinter quarters. We intend
to be comfortable while we stay here. Sergt Camtp( | think more of than | did) and
| have been building us a house. Perhaps you wikaldo have a description of it. We |
will write one as it won't be long.

The frame is eight by nine feet and is five faghhmade of three by four
scantling. This is enclosed with pine boards, medc which makes it air tight. The roof
is nothing more or less than our tent which is @thon the wood part. We have a door
with all the fixings, door handle, etc.

We have a good floor, also a stove. We havelgog$ arranged nicely inside
and although our house is small yet we think & 1&ery large thing. We have been
having most beautiful weather. The nights esplgcaae splendid. The moon and stars
appear the same as they do at Motts Corners bairtieenot the same it being mild and
balmy here.

| don’t wonder that they call it the sunny souffhere is no news from this part
of the army of much importance. Military affaiemmain about the same and it is quiet
along the lines. Friday the 3 witnessed a scene that | haven't witnessed befod |
hope it will be the last that | shall see and st that will take place in the Union army.
It was the shooting of a deserter. His name was Wndohnson, a private in the Lincoln
Cavalry. He left his camp and when near the engiities he met a party of Union
soldiers whom he supposed to be rebs and exprassgry that he had made his escape.
The officer in command had a private conversatigh Wwm when he freely and
anxiously gave such information as would have lidegreat importance to the rebels.
He was arrested and much to his surprise he disedVves mistake when he was taken
back to his own camp a prisoner. The executiok pdace in the presence of about eight
thousand soldiers belonging to Franklin’s divisigh detatchment [sic] of twelve men
were detailed for the purpose. Eight first firedem Johnson fell upon his coffin but life
being not extinct the other four fired with the wegd effect. It was a sad sight but |
suppose it was just.

| am perfectly well and Paul* is well as usuaketeived your letter of thé®3Jast
Wednesday. Thursday our company was camp guadhyRve went to see the deserter
shot and Saturday we didn’t do much of anythinglithbught | would wait till today to
write as one day wouldn’t make much difference.

That was sweet and precious and is theay@yl’'ve had since | saw you.
The reading of your letter did me good as usua&@anit picture how dear they are to me.
| do not pore over them wither the mad heat ofligassion but | make them my study,
another proof that | love you with a firm and wedllanced affection. And of that ardent
enduring cast ever the same and that would stantegh of a life time.

| was surprised to learn that Willis had actedpgh# of a hypocrite. Although he
is a boy of not any to good principles yet | thoulgé had more honor and was more of a



man than to act so basely mean. | think a peragst hrave a brutish heart and one
devoid of all humanity and one little better thatmaator that would act such a part.
| remain the same

Your George

CAMP NEWTON
JAN 1/62

My Dear Julia

| tender to you the compliments of the season.

Although our happiness hasn’t been what we migpeet during this year just
closed, still we have great cause of gratitudenteeciful providence for the blessings
that we have enjoyed, and for the coils from whighhave escaped.

The lessons so dearly brought by many of our eapt! states will be long
remembered and may they have an abiding influenamuoindividual as well as our
National future and above all may we be convindeth® grand fact that there is an over
ruling Power that guides and directs the affairthefchildren of men.

The most eventful year in the history of our coymias closed. As I lay in my
tent last night | considered the past, presenyedlsas the future state of our country.
This was not all the occupied my thoughts. Ded&ia&s usual received the greatest
attentions.

With a greatful [sic] recognition to providence fts kind control over the
destinies of our Nation in the past, we can buathre the fervent prayer as we observe
the decreasing magnitude of the rebellion andrtieations of its speedy downfall.

At the close of another year may we see this laod; disrupted, again the happy
home of a single people, prosperous, happy and frakso looked over the ledger of my
last years life. Although it was imperfect yetnight have been a great deal worse and |
was glad to see the accounts as good as they Welia.l don’t think that | am naturely
[sic] very wicked. My hope is and always has bEkelieve for good, not evil. However
this may be | resolve today to act in such a matirarat the close of the year 62 | may
review it and see a marked improvement.

This don’t seem like former New Years and | ddogtiever it is a happy one to
all. If I were by your side | could then thinkags happy one. It seems strange that
although it is the second month of winter there Iieen no snow here yet and today it is
almost as warm as summer. Ben Spaulding* and t ear to Washington the day
before Christmas and stayed two days. We had gpteasant and interesting time. We
visited the Capitol and the fountain, the navy yatdch via is no small thing and also
the camps of the50th and"6regts. | saw Ed Marsh*, Walker Personious*, Jahd
James, Tip and Al Snow*, John Boice*, Le Fralickidaa good many others that we
knew. They were all well except John and | thinkshas well as he ever will be. | called
to see him twice. He was very sick and hardly knesv | think that he has the quick
consumption. The doctor said that his lungs weslg gone and that there was no
reasonable ground to think he would recover.



The boys said they would certainly write me ev&rg or three days but I've not
heard from them. Ed Marsh* is here and says heJsemes three days ago and John was
no better then.

JAN 2d—62

| intended to finish my letter yestaday [sic] atwbuld had it not been for friends
coming to see me from other regts. Ed Marsh* wase land looks quite gay. Henry
Hoffman* has been here and his appearance quipeised me. Instead of seeing the
green looking boy | saw a splendid looking man. i@ member of the first Reg't of Pa
Cavalry. He was in the late battle at _rains\alte told me the details of the fight.

| received your Christmas’ letter three days afjavas the best gift and most
thought of | received. You wish to know how | felhile witnessing the execution of
Johnson. My feelings were not very much affectiepitied the poor man but knowing
that he deserved death | was willing and thougtas right that he should die according
to military law. When a thing has got to be domelieve in doing it as coolly as
possible.

| don’t think there will be much trouble with Ergld at present. The difficulty |
understand has been settled. It was humiliatirgl dike many others reluctantly
concluded that it was the best and safest poliggwe Mason & Slidell up. The
settlement of the trust affair is a subject for [pubongratulations. We were in the midst
of a war for the preservation of our National exigte. It was evident that in the event of
hostilities growing out of the trust affair not gritngland but France would be against
us. To thoughtful men the question appeared aegoae, involving our humiliation by
England, or the rebels in arms against our goventmehe President and his cabinet |
suppose concluded that is would be better to sthfsthumiliation from England for the
present, and take an opportunity to efface tha stfier the settlement of our domestic
difficulty.

You speak about writing to Bill Voorhess and wisk to say what such a step
would lead to. | am sure | can't tell at presehtwit would lead to. | am a soldier, have
the same heart | had before enlisting and | thivak t know as much but at the same time
| don’t know as my prediction would be worth anyidpi If you wish to write Bill
Voorhess and think you can do so with proprietyill endeavor not to be very jealous.
Now Julia allow me to ask you a question. WouhdVe cause to be or would | not, or
would have cause to complain if | considered mysetficiently intimate with a young
lady as to allow me to correspond with her.

I am well and we are having easy times. Paulek and wished me to remember
him kindly to you. | had almost forgot that youslved me a merry Christmas. Well |
will thank you kindly and send you my best wishdaatvmore can | do.

It was not a merry Christmas nor a happy New Yeane. Your absence was the
cause. | will try to be patient and may you hopingt another new year will find us
nearer each other and happier.

With a renewed acknowledgement of my affectionyfmu Dear Julia | will close
Your George



CAMP NEWTON
JAN 29 /62

My Dear Julia

| have been expecting a letter from you for a wieatkday after day brought
disappointment and | have been nearly if not qhitene-sick in consequence. It has
been two weeks since | have heard from you althduggems much longer. If you knew
Julia how very anxious | have been for the pastktedear from you or how
disappointed and bad | felt each day as | learhecketwas not letter for me you could
certainly pity me and you could not at all questilba love which | profess for you.
Today is Wednesday Jan"™@arm and pleasant but a little muddly.

| feel more pleasant too not on account of thetherebut because | have received
a much welcomed letter dated Jaff' i®m Julia.

After reading and thinking it over | felt more buat wholly satisfied. It satisfied
me in one respect that is that you were well blintow that you had trouble was to feel
it myself. 1 am very glad that John has reacheddénand that he is getting better. When
| was him I thought he couldn’t live yet it seensalhard that he should die that | could
hardly realize and believe it. |1 hope he may gell and that he and Clarra [sic] may live
a long, happy and useful life.

You speak of the other John Mandeville and leagemthe dark as to the
meaning. | shall certainly think more kindly ofthif | have a reason.

We still are at our camp in the north of Dixie ahdre is no prospect of moving
soon. The weather has been unpleasant and diaatgeke most of the time for a month
the rain, mud and fog being the most conspicucemehts. We have had no cold
weather here yet and snow has fallen only at t#ferént times.

I am well and the members of our company are all except two. These two
are James Hawkins* and Bill Krum*. James caughd soon after he came here and he
has not got rid of it yet. He is now in the hoapguite sick waiting his papers of
discharge. Bill Krum is in the hospital but is Hgavell.

There is no news of importance from this parthef army but | suppose there will
be as soon as the weather becomes settled. freaume that will be a grand advance
made. The prospect of a speedy termination ofvéreis very favorable and unless the
ribid [sic] Republicans in Congress prevent “Litilac” and Sec Stanton from carrying
out their plans this rebellion will be crushed witfour months.

| have a card photograph of Gen Franklin and as geod looking and has such
a pretty mouth | have concluded to send it to yBleas [sic] give me your opinion in
your next.

Julia I want to see you very, very, much and ikesame almost mad at the
thought.

Yours in war and | hope | may be yours in peace
G Wolcott



Army of the Potomac
CAMP NEWTON
FEB 6 /62

My Dear Julia

| received your kind letter dated Jard"3@staday [sic] It was a long time
coming. It ought to have been here a week aguppose there is no one to blame but
the weather which has damaged the roads and cargbgmakes the transportation
much slower than usual.

| was very happy to receive it and it afforded m&ch comfort, although you
called me a nasty traitor. | protest against younihg philosopher as you spoke of. You
may have a reason to do so but if you think yoleh@ease forget it and do write every
week. | will try to write every week. Circumstascmay be such that | will be unable to
do this then Julia you can’t blame me and if youeha reason to find fault with me scold
me but don’t suppose for a moment that | could ould intentionally neglect you. You
have been very kind to me, perhaps more than Irdese have endeavored to merit your
love and kindness and if | haven't it is certainbt the fault of my heart. | appreciate
and often think of your kindness, and dear, goatia ds in my mind continually. Those
two words (soar throat) frightened me. | never saamore ugly looking words. On
the other hand | was very thankful to learn that were better and | couldn’t do
otherwise than to appreciate Johnirs’ kindness.

Reading that part of your letter that spoke of gitting in our corner of the sofa
and dreaming caused my heart to beat quick andsalommerved me. | won'’t try to say
how happy | would be to sit by you again in thatlwemembered corner for my feelings
are stronger than words than | can write.

You say that you had always an aching heart irbtiieroom. | am glad you did,
and | think more of you in consequence. It hasilibe same with me. | never felt right
in a ballroom. There was always something in mgrhiiat told me | ought not to be
there. | remember the half-way-house and the tumavere there, but | don’t remember
what | said to you. | should like to have you rechine of it.

I am well and the members of our company are all @xcept Bill Krum* and
James Hawkins* and they are getting better.

Camp*, Davidson and | are having what we callgatine. Each of them has
received a box containing Turkeis, Cakes, hondigrént kinds of sauce, sausage etc.
It has been very dark and dreary these past felksve@&'e have had rain, hail, snow,
sleet and a deluge of mud. The warm sun howewsealmaost banished the inclement
weather and we look again upon bright skies. Theaechange in other respects and
with the warm and gentle weather we six hope amfidence. We have just had news of
another victory gained by our troops in Tennesdées is the hardest blow the rebels
have received and will add much towards the consatiom of this war.

With many kind wishes and God bless you | remaiary
George



LEESBURG TURNPIKE
FEB 13 /62

My Dear Julia

| received your long, good, cheering and satisfydetter mailed the'7yestaday
[sic]. | also received the book you were so kiodeénd me. You are very kind and |
shall not forget it. | have never read the boo# Bhave no doubt it will be interesting.
Except my many thanks dearest Julia both for thek lamd the sentiment of your letter. |
am perfectly well, and feeling as well as may bejar the circumstances. | have been
well ever since | saw you. | haven’t ever had lad.caVhy this is so | suppose is because
| have been careful of myself. It seems much e&sikeep well than to keep up one’s
spirits. It has caused me at lease some exedido this. | care nothing about soldiers
hardships but to be absent from a loved one whbaid dearer than all else on this
earth, for months, is somewhat trying.

Although this is so much contrary to my wisheduhdear it and if your health
remains good and | can hear from you | will besdetdl. As | have said before your
letters are every thing to me. When | had readlgtiar | could not help to feel what you
have often kindly remarked that God is good and lteahad blesses us and would bless
us. Then Julia it is better to hope for the bestlae as patient as may be.

Since | wrote you last we have had remarkablespleiawveather. The mud has
mostly disappeared, the fields begin to look grae everything bears a more pleasing
aspect.

Yestaday [sic] Mr. Hawkins and James* startechfame. | am glad James has
gone for reasons. At one time before hikdfatame | was afraid that he would
die here. We did all we could for him but | suppdsvould have been blamed merely
because he came here with me if nothing more. d@lgng very well for the first two
weeks that he was here then he must have lostlittleatesolution and spirit he had for
he appeared as though he was trying to hate hitesdéath. | talked and did my best to
encourage him but is was entirely without effdde was really homesick and it was
useless to talk to him. As soon as his Father deem@pened his eyes and showed signs
of life. I don't intend this as ridicule nor do listh him any harm. There is no soldier
about him and therefore it is no place for himha army.

Our company is on the Leesburg road doing pickét.dWe came out here
Monday and are to remain till Sunday. We have gpaoatters and east times. The
privates have a barn for their quarters. The @agdtSergeants a house opposite. The
house is a large one and was formerly occupiedwsgadthy Virginian one of the
F F V. | suppose he is now farther south and neamy kthe rebel army. The room we
occupy is a large one and has a large fireplacepranon thing in this part of Virginia.

when we were on picket on the river turnpitas in the house in which Gen.
Washington courted his wife. The house is smalllaalv nothing remarkable about it
except the old style.

Before this reaches you | suppose you will hedhefvictory gained by Burnside
and his brave troops. This is the most importantsss of the war on our side and the
most damaging to the rebels. If this successllievWed up important communications
will be cut off. Norfolk can be taken and more onant still the army at Manasses [sic]
can be outflanked. This army will have to leagesirong hold at Manasses [sic] or run



the great risk of being outflanked and taken. plaas of “Little Mac” have begun to
work and two months from this time men will begincomprehend what they are at a
loss to do now the magnitude and value of them.

It is my opinion now that the war will be short athelsperate and the success of
the Union army is certain. The rebels may figlavety but their defeat is as certain as
their cause is unjust. The prospect is certairdyentheering and gives us a reason to
hope. If our cause is just we must surely confuetheir whole force even if they had
every man and boy of the south in their army wawdtibe able to oppose successfully
the Union army.

May right and truth triumph
Your George

Camp Newton
Feb 18 /62

My Dear Julia

In commencing this letter allow me to congratulgde upon the glorious news
which before this reaches you will be heraldechtoworld.

We received news last night to the effect that Banelson had surrended [sic] to
the arms of the republic including its whole armaitm&5000 rebel troops and three of
their distinguished and trusted generals. It wasmuch glory for one night and today
the excitement is still raging. In all the campghis vicinity men are jubilant and almost
wild with joy.

The news of the past week in indeed sufficiensedor unusual excitement and
rejoicing.

The Batteries this morning have been firing saliunehonor of the great victory.
The exciting thunder tones which emanated frontcdrmon’s mouth was glad music to
my ears. It not only spoke victory but told metttras war would be of short duration
and that it would not be very long before | coutdlgpme. Now if this don’t look just
like stepping from the sublime to the ridiculousfeak of myself self in connection with
a great victory. | am always making blunders i gre the cause of this one.

Last night you, dearest and best Julia and the tgdlangs of victory had a happy
meeting in my thoughts and | am sure that | fadtithportance and effect of the recent
victories as much as man could. The prospect besdimghter every day.

Each passing hour brings more strikingly the cotimm that the suppression of
the rebellion is near at hand. The McClellan anada [sic] is winding its folds strongly
about it. The glorious old flag again proudly #®& the heart of Tennessee and is hailed
with joyous acclamation by the union citizens.

Johnson is flying before Buell. Price is hastertmget out of Missouri. The
rebel army of the Potomac is already shut up andsnded on all sides. Mobile and
New Orleans will soon fall before the Union armbeir long cherished hopes of foreign



interference are crushed. These are a few of #reynmdications that show the reduction
of the rebellion to be inevitable. It is idle fillem to attempt to combat destiny and lift
their hands against the irresistible power thaeisng brought against them. They have
got to yield, hurrah, hurrah, hurrah.

| received your letter dated th& ghis morning. Notwithstanding the great
excitement in camp your kind letter was read wighmauch interest as ever. That pretty
flower and the kind words underneath attracted @apattention. | wish I had
something good to send you but | haven’t and lardyg return you my thanks.

Godley has been home recruiting but this morn@tgrned to his company. | am
well and having quite easy times.

We are having rainy weather again and consequenttbh extensively abounds.
Now I thin | had better stop so good bye for thesgnt.
Your George

CAMP NEWTON
MARCH 7/ 62

My Dear Julia

In commencing | will first acknowledge the recegbtanother of your good letters
dated Feb 18 1 was glad to hear from you and your letter sisalidid me much good.

As time passes and my absence becomes longeoreanore and more anxious
to hear form you and it would take more than thglish Language to express how much
| wish to see you. As it pleases you better, Hegeawill direct to Motts Corners.
While Mr. Hawkins was here we did all we could cemently [sic] to entertain him and
make him comfortable. | think he was very wellgsed with his stay here and he
appeared to enjoy himself. | have written you oaeeeek for a long time but if you
don’t get them so often for the next month you nmagtblame me. | will write once a
week if possible. We had orders to get ready tochthree days ago. When we shall go
is not known here. We are under marching ordedsramay have orders to march
within a week but it may be two weeks before wedtand we may not go at all. | know
this Julia that wherever | go your dear image gallwith me. Julia you are in my
thoughts continually and it seems to me as thowghwere a part of my own being and
that | am living for you alone. | am perfectly Wwahd | am encourage to know that this
war is to short. McClellans plans begin to develogmselves and are doing their sure
work.

Since | wrote you last we have had winter, autuspning, and summer. We have
had a hurricane, too.

Monday the 2% we had one of the severest gales here | ever sgite The
night preceeding [sic] we had rain and it was quiégem. In the morning it commenced
blowing from the northwest and continued to incestiis it became a perfect gale, not
being satisfied, it kept on increasing and abowinib had increased to such a degree that
| think it would be safe to call it a hurricanesWepted [sic] on regardless of the
destruction it was causing, blowing down treests@md nearly everything in its way.
There was some gain however with the loss. It [desmy the hated mud which more



than compensates for the loss. We have had pleasather since and today seems like
the summer.

Last night we had quite an excitement in camp eadly a fire. The old
seminary, a large building, which is in our campgia fire. It is used for a brigade
hospital and Gen. Franklin has his head quarteitsaiso.

There was a large quantity of powder in it whiohtdinately the fire didn’t reach.
Some helped to remove the sick, some the powddrtherest worked at the fire which
after burning an hour and a half they succeedextimguishing.

No more at present. Be patient and hopeful Juith@God bless you
Your George

CAMP NEWTON
MARCH 9/ 62

My Dear Julia

It is Sunday, the day is beautiful, being neadywarm as summer, and we are yet
in our old Camp. When | wrote to you last | supabs/e would have marched before
this. We have been under marching orders 10 datysé don’t know any more than we
did at first when we will have orders to advantéhink it will depend upon the weather
and the condition of the roads. The weather ferghst week has been quite pleasant.
The mud is drying up fast and every thing beginl®ok like summer.

Lyman Hardenburg, Tom Martin*, and B Yates wereshgesterday. Bown is
well and said he liked soldiering vastly. Martaidshe was well but I think he isn’'t as
well as he might be. | asked him is he had heam his friends in Caroline lately. He
said no, and that was all that was said aboutdseri received you letter dated Feb 22 4
days ago and one today dated Marth They afforded me much consolation and
satisfaction Julia and they told me that my loves waly reciprocated. To know this and
that you are well Dear Julia is my first wish andyer.

| think of you by day and go to sleep at nighbkang of you and when | awake in
the morning | am not surprised to find Julia skiliny thoughts. | might as well stop this
Julia for I can’t write my thoughts any more thazah write how dear you are to me.

That dream you described in you letter of the @24 quite a strange one | think
and it couldn’t have been very pleasant to therdeza | never believed that dreams were
any indications of the future and | never shall ntvs singular how extravagant dreams
are sometimes isn’t. They most always paint theupgcawful or very nice. Dreams must
be singular individuals but as long as they brirggaut of trouble all right | shant
complain. In one of your letters you wished mevtde you the meaning of these letters
F F V as | understand it they mean the first fagsilof Virginia or in other words the
aristocracy of Virginia.

Your last letter was very kind and good and ieeféd [sic] me very much.

Monday morning the 10th four O’clock -- We hadens last evening about
seven o’clock to be ready to march at daylightxpect we are going to Fairfax on a
reconnoisance [sic]. | haven’t but a little timewdte so | will tell you where Gen Banks



is and close. He is on the upper Potomac near HaFszry about 40 miles from here.
Gen. Franklin is near Alexandria and is to advanaedifferent direction. | will have to
bid you good morning. May God bless and keep wfe.s

Faithfully

Your George

CAMP NEWTON
MAR 15/ 62

My Dear Julia

| presume you will be surprised at the date of tiiter, or rather place of date,
and to learn that we are in our old camp again| vte you last Monday morning
Franklins division took up their line of march ab®lock of the same day and we arrived
at Fairfax Court House at half past six pm. Ne#rywhole army of the Potomac
marched the same day. We encamped quietly abtheanentioned place and we
remained there until Friday.

Tuesday morning we were surprised and disappototézhrn that the rebels had
evacuated Centreville and the renowned Manaseggs{sction. We expected to get
orders to march on Tuesday but now came. Gen. dle@lvisited Manasses [sic]
Tuesday and Wednesday the Generals held a codnedraat Fairfax Court House.

| don’t know what they decided upon farther thiais t that three Divissions [sic]
are to go down the Potomac and Franklin’s divissoone of them. The other two |
understand are McCalls and McDowells. This explaihg we returned to camp. We are
going down the river on transports and we will renteere till they are got ready. We
may go tomorrow and we may not go in two or thragsd Our destination | suppose is
at Norfolk or Richmond Va.

The reason that the rebs left Manasses [sichplgithis, | suppose — they knew
well that their army was no match for McClellarBy retreating they have saved their
army for the present but they are not out of daagerwill soon have to retreat again or
fight which | don’t think they have much taste feith the Potomac army.

| have received no letter from you this week bsihall expect one tomorrow
certain. | am perfectly well Julia and | intendadieast | shall do my best to remain so.

| am glad that the Potomac army has commencedtipes in the offensive for |
think it will do more than all the others in pugjian end to this rebellion.

We returned to camp at 2 o’clock today and youssswhat I've been doing
since. | will write you every opportunity.

Do be as hopeful and patient as you can Dear dntlamay God bless and keep
you safe.

Your George



CAMP NEWTON
MARCH 25/ 62

My Dear Julia

Eleven days ago, when we returned from Fairfaxr@dause, we all supposed
that we would have gone down the river before dhite, but we have not and we are yet
in our old camp. We are all well, the weatherasauttiful and we are having easy times.
The mud has disappeared, the fields being to loe&rgand everything is beginning to
have the appearance of summer.

WEDNESDAY MORNING MAR 26

The weather is still pleasant and we are all welad just commenced writing
yesterday morning when the first Sergants [sid]lmaht and therefore | had to lay my
papers aside and report myself to the adjutargamlwhat was wanted. It was this — to
have the men get ready for a grand review thattavasme off after dinner. To do this —
it was necessary to have the men black their b%atsoes, to clean their rifles, to black
their cartridge boxes, to wash their white glowes,

Perhaps you would like to know why the soldieramehite gloves. It is to keep
their hands from tanning of course. The review eaff after dinner and it was a grand
and thrilling sight.

The troops present, consisted of Gen Franklin&Calls and Kleings [?]
divisions, numbering about 40 thousand men. Thege divisions constitute a corps of
the army of the Potomac under the command of Gebdvell. The troops were
reviewed by Gen’s McClellan and McDowell. It suspad anything of the kind since the
grand review of 70 thousand men last summer. Antbeglistinguished spectators
present was the adjutant Gen’l of Canada.

The 50" Reg't is encamped a half a mail from us and IJeees Mandeville
nearly every day. He is well and appears to binigeavell. They expect to go down the
river with McDowell’'s corps. McClellans’ head qtens are in the seminary a few rods
from our camp and we have the pleasure of seemgjhite often. Our Reg’'t gave him a
serenade a few nights since which passed off gatisfactory.

| received your letters one dated tf{etBe other the I8and | have read them
over and over with much interest. | don’t undardtaow that report was started that our
army had lost six thousand men at Manasses [$ic¢re were only about 2 thousand
went as far as Manasses [sic], the army haltedstties There was not a man killed.
Charley Bradley receives letter from Maggie buavén’t heard him speak of her lately.

Julia I long to see you and the pain | feel ins@uence is almost to much to
bear. The prospect is becoming more cheering elegyy | think by the fourth of July
the fighting will be over and most of the troopsatiarged.

Yours faithfully G. Wolcott



CAMP NEWTON
APR 2 /62

My Dear Julia

| received your kind letter dated the 23d todawas more anxious than ever to
hear from you. To hear that you are well and yloat are endeavoring to be as patient
and hopeful as you you can, is the best news fachwihcould wish. We remain in our
old camp yet but it is pretty certain that we widit stay here another week. There have
over a hundred thousand troops embarked at Alei@mhich comprise nearly all the
troops that are going down the Potomac except MebBorvells corps. | understand his
corps will commence embarking tomorrow and as Hmasklivision will be the last to
embarke [sic] I think it will be nearly a week begave go.

We don’t know yet where we are going to land batsuppose it will be
somewhere near Norfolk or Richmond, Va.

We are all well and enjoying ourselves as welinay be under the
circumstances. We have had very pleasant weathénd past three weeks and today it
is still pleasant and quite warm.

There was quite an excitement last week in campeathby the report that Miss
Kate Dean and Miss Yoke of Ithaca had arrived mgand proposed to sing for the
benefit of the regiment. We learned afterwards itheas more for pay than for the
amusement of the men. They sang before the Reigét They made a good appearance
and their singing elicited much applause. Miss & 'played the Piano and sang alto —
she didn’'t appear to be embarrassed at all an@glagd sang remarkable well. They
sang several patriotic songs the best of which werdirst two they sang, entitled
McClellan’s Our Leader, and We Are Marching DowrDiaie. They are accompanied
by Kates Father. They remained here 4 days.

They made us a call one evening which quite ssegrus. Camp lay asleep,
Davidson and | were reading when hearing someotteatoor. We said all right come
in, as we supposed they were some of the boys.ddbiewas opened and to our great
astonishment we beheld the celebrated singersébafor We asked them to waltz in and
they did waltz right in.

We had a good joke on Camp and we all had to lamgke him get up. They
asked us just a 1000 questions and then tookekir

John Bush was here last Friday stayed with usakniiight and started for
Washington Saturday at noon. | was glad to seedmithhe appeared to be glad to see
me.

| went around with him to show him the sightswaich he was very much
pleased. We had a long talk and quite a pleasaat t

He wish to see Gen. McClellan and his wish watifgrd as we were talking of
him Gen McClellan and Gen McDowell rode up to Ftari& headquarters. He
considered himself fortunate and he appeared tetyequickly delighted to see the
celebrated General.

Please direct your letters the same as you dithteexcept add Franklin’'s
divissison [sic].

With many kind wishes | remain truly yours
G. Wolcott



ALEXANDRIA
SUNDAY, APR 12/ 62

My Dear Julia

I am in Alexandria again and as | have a littlarsgtime | thought | would write
you, to let you know where | am and that | am parfeell if nothing more.

| see that I've told you this already and as yaymwish to know where we have
been and why we have come back etc. | will trynforim you.

One week ago today we got aboard the Cars at Atkieand rode to Bristol
Station Six miles from Manasses [sic] Junction. Ndd a pleasant ride and an
interesting time as we were all quite anxious ® danasses [sic] Junction and its
fortifications. Their fortifications were not as@ng as they have been represented and
could have easily been taken.

We lay encamped at Bristol Station 4 days on aacolia severe storm which
continued at three days without cesasion [siclddyrwe moved on and had nearly
reached Warrenton Station 12 miles beyond Mandsegsvhen being halted we were
told that Franklins division had received ordersaiurn to Alexandria and was to go
down the river to reinforce Gen McClellan.

We marched back to Bristol station and pitchedtents on the same ground we
had left in the morning. We remained at this pledday night and Saturday we started
for Alexandria. Some walked and the rest rodehenGars. | rode on the Cars and
reached Alexandria Saturday night. | am now atMse’s a citizen of Alex a
gentleman and a good union man. His wife is feruhion also and is a very clever lady
indeed.

The Steamships are at the wharf and we expechbaske [sic] in the morning. |
received your letter dated the®3friday night 9 o’clock at Bristol Station. Notlgin
could have been more welcome except your own peesenhe farther | get from you
Julia the more |1 think of you, the better | lovauyand the more anxious | am to hear
from you. We have a good deal to do to get readntbarke [sic] therefore please
excuse this. Please direct your letters the sanye@have except direct to Washington.
DC and add Franklins divission [sic].

With many kind thoughts | remain faithfully yours,

Geo Wolcott

ON BOARD THE COLUMBIA NEAR SHIP POINT

APR 27/62
My Dear Julia

We are still on board the Columbia near Ship Poinis a beautiful morning and
some by observing call the scenemies from our position a pleasing

sight. We are surrounded by the waters of the §eske Bay, the land may be seen in
the distance and over a hundred and fifty saidigioly Steamships, Schooners, Sloop,
Steam__ ngs, Brigs, Gunboats etc lay at anchorenyadirection. | don’t enjoy it, Julia
as | might under different circumstances. Thegdeaday and the excitement don’t



prevent me from thinking of you, nor do they les#@npain which has become so
common, yet no less perceptible which | have felaocount of that long, and seemingly
dreadful absence. | can bear it Julia but | ancoatented nor don’t wish to be until |
can again be with you.

| have just received and read your kind and vetgresting letter of the 12. It
afforded me satisfaction and comfort and the neas wteresting indeed and part
strange and wonderful. The first of your lettgpesgally interested me. | was happy to
learn that those who told you that you would greedito my absence by and by and not
mind it so much were wrong in their opinion fotetls me that you love me well. I, in
growing used to this absence, instead of missinglgss know that | miss you more and
more. Like yourself | could never grow used tdilia you know | never had much
confidence in dreams and | shall certainly haveenarthis one, that told you | was false.
| know | have given you no cause yet and may | nevgive you reason to think me
false.

You ask me several questions which my heart areshas | read them much
sooner than | can write the answers.

The desire or whatever you may call it with whidbok forward to the time
when | may return to you and press the hand aadhsd¢ well remembered and dear face
again, is such and is so far above all my othetdiyodesires alone proves that | love
you well and truly.

I don’t know as there is any difference in ourdder each other, but | know this
Julia that if you love me as well as | do you llshat complain. | know that | would
sacrifize [sic] more for you if necessary thandeerything else and | am very sure that |
love you better than any earthly thing. | havegtiduno pleasure and | have not had the
least desire to seek pleasure when absent fronmgbanly since | have been in the army
but since that evening that Rich and | intendetéke a ride and | stayed with you. Since
that time | could take no pleasure without you doi wish to unless you can share with
me.

| am perfectly well and | have had nothing to dthvany consequence since
leaving Alexa.

This is the seventh day we have been here andweldow yet when we will
land nor at what place.

The most important news we have heard today tsatihole brigade in the rebel
army at Yorktown has refused to fight the uniorop® and had their arms in
consequence taken from them and themselves heldsasers. No one knows when the
fight will come off at Yorktown but the opinion that it will be soon.

| saw Capt. Personius yesterday. He is well ayd dames is well.
| must stop so good bye.

Faithfully yours, George



ON THE ROAD TO RICHMOND 3 MILES BEYOND KENT COURTHOSE
MAY 14/ 62

My Dear Julia

We are under marching orders and expect to mowe t@refore you can not
blame me for writing on this little sheet. We hde=n on the march four days
advancing towards Richmond. Our progress is shu/sure.

We are at present encamped in a large field atiwpliace we arrived last night.
Fifth thousand troops are encamped in the sangk fiel

Since the battle at West Point we have seen relgelb understand this morning
that they were 15 miles in advance of this pathefarmy. The'7 of May the day the
battle took place at West Point Franklins divisg&in] was very fortunate, more so than
at first was supposed. General Lee with 25 thadisamops marched to our lines that day
with the intention to annihilate the whole divisgisic]. They might have done this had it
not been for the Gunboats, probable. The only samaged that day was Newtons
brigade.

| was reading the Philadelphia Enquirer this maogrand was amused at his
account of the battle. It says that Sedgwickssdioin [sic] was in the action and speaks
of the bravery of the Pennsylvania troops. This waly half of his troops landed at that
time and not one of them fired a shot. The Gurdydafield batteries, 3 companies of the
31°'NY, 3 com of PhiladelphiZouavis and the 32d did the fighting. There were a few
other com in the woods belonging to Newtons brigaatethey didn’t do much fighting.
As soon as the 32d came out of the woods the Gambpaned fire and the rebs fled the
32d lost 67 men killed and wounded.

Sergt Camp was wounded in the instep. He has goRertress Monroe, 4
privates were wounded in Whitlocks com, 2 quitelypad’ he most of the Officers and
men of the 32d behaved well. If you wish to knawalhow | behaved, what | am going
to tell you will explain. The day after the battlee Reg’t was drawn up in line and Sergt
Jones of com H from Tarrytown and | were informgdhe Colonel that he had
promoted us to Second Lieuteants [sic]. | wasgagsl to Com G, Capt Myers from N 'Y
City hence you will please direct to Leiunt Wol¢d@om G.

Ben Spaulding* and Will Krum* were not in the axti Paul was and stood it
quite well. | received your letter mailed the Bastmorning and | was very vary glad to
hear from you. | am well. | will have it much easnow as | have nothing to carry
except a sword.

My compliments to those you choose
Your same, George



IN CAMP SIX MILES FROM RICHMOND
JUNE 2 /62

My Dear Julia

Our Reg'’t as well as our divission [sic] is encaaphis side of the
Chickahominy 6 miles northeast from Richmond. €bentry back from the river is
beautiful but on each side of the Chickahominyéhsra swamp at some points a % mile
wide. Porters command and Franklins’ composeit/ig of McClellans army. They
have been building bridges and are to remain ansildie of the Chick for the present.
Day before yesterday there was s severe battleeolett. It commences at 2 o’clock pm
and continued till dark. The battle was about fiviées from our camp yet we could hear
the report of the cannon and rifles distantly. Tihag continued for six hours without
intermission and the roar of the cannon and mugkedis almost deafening.

The Union troops repulsed the rebs everywheregainted a complete victory.
Three companies of our Reg't including the one hickv | belong went on picket
yesterday morning and have just returned. We hgaydime coming back to camp. We
posted our line of pickets in the morning nearritaer without much trouble. The water
continued to rise and before night we were comgdtehave our pickets fall back to
higher ground. We suppose that we could remaie Wwéhout the water molesting us. |
forgot to say that it rained very hard the wholghtibefore. In the morning we were a
little surprised to learn that we were entirelyreunded by water. We held a
consultation and we unaminously [sic] agreed thatwad to swim to get a shore.

The distance was about 50 rods that we had to wadswim and we found that
it was no small undertaking. We all enjoyed th&sand got through safe.

It will not be long before McClellan makes theaatt on Richmond. Their force
is a third larger than ours but we are confidemwt determined that we will win. |
received your letter mailed the®™§ust after | put my last letter in the office and
received one mailed the 23d yesterday. You musivkiulia that | was very glad to hear
from you. It told me that you were well which alys look for first in your letters. |
think the news you wrote me quite astonishingupp®se Ed thinks now he has certainly
the best rig in town. The news | thought was astong was in reference to old Martha
and Shem. Strange things will happen and thisggaveyond a doubt.

I am well and my duty isn’t half as hard as it vii@$ore my promotion. | haven't
seen Paul since we left the white house but | wstded he is not very sick. We have just
got marching orders and you may hear of the bhaéfere this reaches you.

Yours, George



IN CAMP NEAR THE CHICKAHOMINY
JUNE 6/ 62

My Dear Julia

| received another of your kind letters dated N&Y yesterday. It has been a
long time coming but it would have seemed much éonifgl had known that you were
unwell. To learn that you were unwell was hard siéov me. You were dearer to me
than Julia than ever before. | shall be very anxi receive your nest letter and | shall
hope and think that it will bring news that you arell again. | think Julia that | could
control my feelings under all circumstances when gce out of danger. | have faced the
cannon’s mouth and can do it again if | am requtcedith a strong heart but when |
learned that you were unwell it proved to me thairegy hearts under some circumstances
could become the weakest. There are no words#ématell you how greatly | wish to see
you Julia | hope you don’t blame me for voluntegras | did. | don’t see how a man
who really felt himself a man could have remainedaame when their country so much
needed their services. | couldn’t and thought $ @aing right. 1 am here now and can
do nothing more than hope for the best.

The rebs have made a desperate attempt to tunrthmtight and left flanks of
McClellans army and have failed. McClellan has ribev/position he wants and can take
Richmond with his large guns. | think the hardesttle before Richmond has been
fought. Porters and Franklins divisions are encashgn the north side of the
Chickahominy between the New bridge and MecharliesvDur Reg'’t is a mile and a
half above or to the right of Newbridge. We arewttb miles northeast of Richmond.
The main body of McClellans army has crossed wer thelow us their right resting a ¥4
of a mile below Newbridge.

We are here to prevent the rebs from turning itjig of our army. Porters and
Franklins divission [sic] form the right and thdsewill have an interesting time if they
attempt to break our lines. | saw Capt Personasteyday. He said that he left James
sick at the White House. | like Capt Myers veryihaad also his company. Lewis
Cleveland is first Lieut. His Father is a miniséed lives in Brooklyn. | received a letter
yesterday from Friend Camp who is at home. He lsaithlked of riding over to Motts
Corners and he and Sue may make you a call.

| received my commission yesterday. | rank fromyM" the day the battle was
fought at West Point. | heard today that Ed Maishing the battle at the Seven Pines as
soon as Capt Glenney was shot deserted his congoahigft the field. | hope this is not
tru [sic] but if it is he ought to be shot.

The weather is pleasant and not very warm. | iaweard from Paul yet. | am
well. Capt Myers and | have just been eating onner. We had green peas, greens, etc.
We have a good cook and when we are in camp lite gqamfortly [sic]. With many
kind and earnest wishes that you may be well befogereaches you | close and remain
Faithfully Yours
George



IN CAMP ACROSS THE CHICK
JUNE 24 /62

My Dear Julia

We have crossed the Chickahominy at last and e@@v encamped near the
battle field of Fair Oaks. We have had no fightyeg but we have plenty of alarms. Our
Reg't fell into line twice last night. The firshte at ten o’clock the second about 2
o’clock.

| have visited the battlefield and every thingiseavidence of the desperate
battle. The ground is torn up, trees were shotaoftl there are many other marks of
Cannon balls and bullets.

This is a pretty rough country as far as | hawenseThere is some farming land
but it is principally swamp and woods. | have s@ehn Depews grave. | wish | could
tell you when we will march into Richmond. McChtis has a good deal to do before we
can do this. He has not only fortifications to adish but he has a brave and desperate
enemy to conquer. From what | can learn | shdulwktthe rebel army was a third
stronger in numbers than McClellans. Our men dapftear to care anything about their
numbers. They have all confidence in McClellatey are confident that when he leads
them to battle they will be victorious. There isn@sickness in our Reg't at present than
there has been at any other time. Two men of Cdmave died lately. Leu Atwater of
Ithaca is dead. Since | have been here | havaddahat. That report | spoke of
concerning Ed Marsh was not all true. | saw a mamolb Glenney com this morning.

He told me all about the affair. 1 won't take tineuble to tell you what the boys say
about him, but | have no doubt you will hear. lti@ackson of com | has resigned and
gone home. | heard this much from Paul. He wkantérom the White House about
three weeks ago very sick. | suppose he is inspitad somewhere. He was entirely
helpless.

| have received two letters from you since | hawigten but you musn’t scold.

Julia I have written this in a short space of temel you must excuse it.

| am well and remain
Faithfully Your George.

CAMP NEAR HARRISONS LANDING
JULY 5/62

My Dear Julia

This the first opportunity | have had to write@McClellans commenced

from before Richmond. | am very thankfulttham alive, perfectly well, and all
right.

W have been marching and fighting 6 days but I'nattempt to give you a
history of our movements during this time for itwld take a week. | will say this much
that we have had desperate fighting and repulsedriemy wherever they attacked us.
Their force was as large again as ours. McClelans/ is now encamped near
Harrisons landing on the James river. We have lodthhting yesterday and today. We



have a good position and | don’t think the rebd atilack us here. Our loss must be ten
thousand in killed wounded and missing. Our Rexpt about 40 men. The rebel loss
must b(tehmuch greater. Our Reg't has a very pleasenp about a mile from the river.
JULY 6

| commenced this last night 8 o’clock. | had josimmenced it when the adjntant
[sic] notified that our Reg’'t was to go aeraind a half from camp and work on
the intrenchments [sic] till 2 o’clock. We wentdareturned to camp half past 2. | slept
till 7 o’clock this morning and enjoyed it hugelit is now half past 7 and as the mail
leaves at 8 | won't be able to write much of adettlt is a very pleasant morning and all
is quiet along the lines.

| saw Capt Personius, James Mandeville, Tip* an®&Adw* and L. Fralick* a
few days ago. They were all well and appeard fsidje very glad to see me.

| received your letter dated June 21 yesterdalia Juan’t tell you how much
good it did me. | have read it over and over aner0

| have seen nor heard nothing of Tom Martin*. véaeard nothing from Paul
yet. He couldn’t have died on his way to New YorkCapt Whitlock would have been
notified.

| don’t know what McClellan intends to do not buhink he will remain here
sometime and wait for reinforcements. He ouglitawee been reinforced a month ago
with 50 thousand men. Those who are to blamehisrdught to be certainly punished.
McClellan had to fight not only the large army atiitnond but part of Beauregards [sic]
army and all of Jackson. His army is safe nowanedn good spirits. No army ever
stood greater hardships with less murming [sichthtzClellans during the six days
fighting. The men had nothing to eat more thar thal time. | will close by saying that
McClellan in his position can whip all the army tieds can bring against him. Goodby
for the present.

Yours faithfully, G Wolcott

IN CAMP NEAR THE JAMES RIVER
JULY 12 /62

My Dear Julia

It was with pleasure that | received and readlasradf your welcome and
cheering letters dated Juné™29The last line afforded me the greatest pleaande
satisfaction. Julia | have all confidence in yowl &4 want you to have in me. | am
perfectly well and we are having quite easy tinvée.have moved our camp since |
wrote you last and now our divission [sic] hastilghat of the army and rests on the
James river. We are about a mile from Harrisoargling. Each divission [sic] has been
throwing up intrenchments [sic] since we arrivedeheOur divission [sic] has theirs
nearly completed. We are strongly intrenched [s&je a fine position and we have no
fear of the result of a battle if the enemy shattdck us however great their numbers
may be. | suppose their must be considerableatalkotts Corners and throughout the
whole north toching [sic] McClellans recent retrapbn the James river. | have no doubt
that the most prominent sentiment is the minddlgfadriotic men is, admiration of the



masterly generalship of Gen McClellan and the lreconduct of his troops in their late
battles before Richmond and on the other handxberation of the conduct of those
who have so successfully labored to bring uporahisy the late disasters. Facts show
what the union troops fought with a heroism unssspd in the history of wars. Their
movements were directed with skill and bravery \Wwhagll immortalize McClellan and
the Generals under his command. If McClellan aisdcahiny had been let alone last
spring when they marched to Manasses [sic] Richnmemad have been taken long
before this. His army was divided into four pavtsich was the first great blunder. A
conceited Secretary has attempted to manage a gangal as a consequence all his
armies are beaten in detail. | hope all may bé yetl You wish to know if my views
have been changed in regard to slavery. Itis_thing that | have thought but little of
since | have been in the army. | am not in fad8lavery and | never have been.
Neither am | an abolitionist. | am fighting to enfe the laws of the United States and to
uphold the Constitution. | haven't time to giveuymy views in this but | will some other
time. | have heard nothing from Paul. You needehaw fears Julia but that | shall take
good care of myself be a good boy and remain falithf

Your George

CAMP NEAR HARRISONS LAN
JULY 18/62

My Dear Julia

As | have nothing to do this afternoon and asg been about a week since |
wrote | shall attempt to write something.

| received your letter of the 8th the™5It was a good letter and it did me good
and | thank you for it. There was certainly nothin it that displeased me. | had heard
of Pauls death a few days before | received ydterle It didn’t surprise me much for |
had expected it some time. Paul was a good sddigthe Officers and men of his
company thought a great deal of him and feel hés teeply. The last time | saw him
was at the White House Va. The day we reachetMiiée House we had a hard march
it being very warm and dusty. There were seveei im the Reg’t worn out that day —
Paul being one of the number. The Reg’'t remainéldeawhite house but a short time
and Paul being unable to march was left theregiatted at the time that it was
necessary that he should be left amoung [sic] g&anyet it couldn’t be avoided.

He was not very sick at this time and he andfalisathought that he would be
able to come on in a few days. We have been shsihyppointed. It is hard, but such are
the fortunes of war.

JuLy 19"

It is a cool refreshing day and the soldiers enjgyeatly. We have a few days of
very hot weather here, then a rain storm and #festorm we generally have one or two
cool days. We have a pleasant camp and the locatioealthful.

Capt Myers and | tent and mess together. We gavalong so far without any
trouble at all. We have a cook whose name is GarreeFrenchman and we wouldn’t



take a farm for him. For the very good reason ligaits a good cook and a faithful hand.
He makes first rate bread a great luxury here vang few Officers have it. Perhaps you
would like to know how we get our provisions. Thregade Commissary is obliged to
furnish it for the Officers.

| was surprised to learn that you had receivetktier from me in three weeks. |
have received two from you and wrote two since axetbeen here. | wrote as soon as |
could after we arrived here. | intend to write eracweek when | can and if | don’t Julia |
shall expect one from you.

| prize your letters very much and | would be madde without them. | notice
that you think the life that men lead in camp ikgkated to make them worse instead of
better. This may be so but | believe the life thatgreater part of the men in the army
leads is not so bad as it was at home. The oniptiion of much consequence is
gambling. | know a few who have commenced thiearmy. | have never played
cards for money in or out of the army and | dontend to.

Ed Marsh* was returned to his Reg't but | haves@én him.

I am well but a little lazy. | have and shall easlor Julia to be worthy your
confidence and love and if | can do this | thinkill be a pretty good boy. | can also say
Julia that my heart and thoughts and prayers arayal with you and that you are never
absent from any mind. | must close.

Yours faithfully ~ Geo. Wolcott

CAMP NEAR HARRISONS LANDING
JULY 24 /62

My Dear Julia

| received your letter of the £3/esterday. It interested me very much. | was
happy to learn that that lost likeness was fouiad you had heard from me at last etc.
The weather has been cool and pleasant for thyeepisst. It has been the best kind of
medicine for the sick and the well can live withgetting under a shade.

You speak of the great battle and think our arnag Weaten. It was certainly a
great disaster that McClellan was obliged to changédase of operations upon the
James river. It was certainly a necessity anduihele army knew it. Now who was to
blame for this becoming a necessity and who blavieSlellan and his army. | say and
believe that the radicals such as Sumnes Chandési€y and Co are to blame and they
and their followers are those who denounce McGiadliad his army. This is not all they
have done. They have by their speeches and polititiring united the Southern People
and the spirit which they have represented nowatberes to divide the north.

Every Officer in the Potomac army knew it was rsseey for McClellan to fall
back to the James river. It was a disaster b bubha decisive character. During the
seven days’ Battles the enemy suffered far mone tlia army. In every battle except
the first, which Porter fought the enemy was repdilwith great loss. The hardest and
most important battle was the last, fought at Medudill July 1% It was at this place
that they made their greatest efforts to win. Théject was to destroy and take
McClellans whole army. McClellans presence onfigle that day saved our army.



Wherever he rode the troops greeted him with chpen cheer and were wild with
enthusiasm. The enemy outnumbered us two to ashéoaght desperately. Every time
they advanced they were driven back with heavy. |&gr artillery mowed them down
by hundreds. They were nicely whipped. If theg hat been why would they have
fallen back towards Richmond.

This battle satisfied them that they couldn’t tdkeClellans army and they havn't
troubled us since. What do you suppose is theoretist the Potomac army has more
confidence in McClellan than ever before. If heérdi need reinforcements why are they
sending them now. If he has committed any great &hy don’t Prest. Lincoln have
him removed. Every one expected that McClellanldi¢éake Richmond and he would if
he had been reinforced by 50 thousand men. Dggmarsuppose that any General with
the same number of men could have taken Richmdrttlere are any such persons they
knew nothing about the fortifications of Richmoihe strength of McClellans army nor
the strength and fighting qualities of the enerfifaere are some men who are glad to
have an opportunity to find fault with McClellaor this reason, that he has been a
democrat. | said before this war commenced thiieife should be a war between the
(Do you remember one Caroline democrat who satccdme to war he would help the
South) North and South it would be the most desperimodern times. The assertion
was laugh at by the wise men of Motts Corners amdd considered a rebel for making
it. | have not forgotten all that was said beftirie war. | am proud to know that the
Northern Democrats have proved themselves Unionandmotwithstanding the abuse
that has been heaped upon them they are alwayg teeéight and die for their country.

You know they used to say that they didn’t wamt hielp of the democrats to
conquer the south that 15 or 20 thousand could tigpvhole of them. | wish the
President hadn’t needed them. | suppose thieisgison that so many of this class
remained at home. I think Prest Lincoln is a gowh and has done what he thought was
best for the country. It is evident that he hasagrconfidence in both McClellan and
Halleck. If he had not he would not have appoiritesin to such important positions.
They being both democrats and were opposed byphais own party. Gen Halleck and
McClellan are intimate friends.

| have understood that during the Presidents aidite headquarters of McClellan
at Harrisons Landing that McClellan recommendedddis appointment as General in
Chief of the land forces of the United States ar@manimously waived all claim of
superiority in order that the President might hawsound military adviser in Washington.
JuLy 25"

Our Reg’t and the 18 NY have just returned frowkBi. We went out yesterday
12 o’clock and returned today at 12. We have aBoutles to walk. We like to go on
Picket. We get all the black amdhorttebussewe wish. The weather is still cool and
pleasant.

Before | close | will notice briefly what McCleltehas done that the army should
have confidence in him. We find him first in West&/irginia opposed by a large rebel
army. He defeated this army in several battlesnie of which the rebel General Garrett
was killed, and drove them out of Western Va. Hes afterwards called to Washington
and appointed Maj. General in the regular armypldeed the movements for the whole
army for six months or more and the President walspeased with them. Since he has
been in Virginia he and his army have done mora Hwmne give him credit for.



Yorktown was the strongest fortified place in theited States or one of the
strongest. No general without military skills collave taken Yorktown and then was no
way to take it except by siege. He has foughts¢mttles and has never been defeated
in one. He has done sufficient in my mind to prtve he is a skilled General. | don’t
suppose this will be very interesting to you butanted to give you my opinion of
McClellan.

| like Porter and Franklin but | don’t think thelgserved promotion more than
other Generals and not as much as the Officergdttiahe fighting and exposed their
lives to al thousand dangers.

Will Krum* may have seen hardships but it was mameaccount of sickness than
duty. If he had been with us for the past two rherte would then know what hardships
were.

I am well and remain yours as usual
George Wolcott

CAMP NEAR HARRISON'S LANDING
AUG 7 /62

My Dear Julia

| am glad that | can commence this with briglitopes and more confidence than
when | wrote you last. Activity and decision matke course of this government and
everything promises quick, active, and decisivelkyand the end of the campaign in
Virginia within the next two months.

Since the general management of military effaas been taken out of the hands of
politicians and Lawyers at Washington and placedeuthe charge of Halleck, order is
being restored and military movements have assumneghtirely different appearance.

The announcement that the President had issuedder for the Govenors [sic] of the
states to commence drafting on th& if&he three hundred thousand had not been made
up by enlistments was cheering news to us. Itrasaus that a vigorous campaign is
about to open in Virginia. Besides it may calthe field some of those men who have
found so much fault and some of those who a litler a year ago talked so much fight
and were so anxious for the time to arrive whewy ttauld shoulder their muskets and
march South. It is strange how men seeing thieindis in danger and the capital of their
country and even their liberties menaced by arrmaferebellion could stay at home. |
don’t like to accuse anyone of cowardice but | kHims looks a little like it. The forces
in Virginia under the different generals are suéit to hold the enemy in check and
when the reinforcements arrive you may expect 8y béa series of brilliant events. |
see no sufficient cause that the north should dieapd give up the ship. We have the
men and means to put down this unholy rebellion@andViotto should be never give up
until the union is restored and every traitor reesihis just deserts. If there were the
same determination and confidence North as afeeimtmy of the Potomac there would
be no cause of alarm and this rebellion would dm®orushed. The troops are in just as
good spirits and are as confident of success gsidne been. The army have all
confidence in McClellan and if he is given an ogpoity to display his military skill



(which he hasn’t had yet) men will yet blush foratkthey have said concerning him and
his army. | have received two letters from ymcs | wrote last, one a week ago, the
other last night.

They were very kind and interested me verymudave wished many times that |
could bear all your sorrow but | never wished saemearnestly than when | had read
your last letter. We have cause enough for solbroindon’t let us get discouraged. | can
bear every thing Julia better than to know that gmusuffering. William Hicks hasn’t
returned to his company and | know nothing of P&nkpsack.

| am well and the most we have to do hereeggnt is to try and keep cool. | haven't
written all | would but the mail will soon go ouMy best wishes and always,

Yours truly,
G. Wolcott

ALEXANDRIA VA
AUG 25/ 62

My Dear Julia,

Since | wrote you last we have had a long mgrassed over historical grounds, seen
many interesting sights, had a pleasant voyage NMemport News to Alexandria, at
which place we arrived yesterday, and we are ncar@aped about a mile from the city.
We commenced our march from Harrison’s Landing A6 and reached Newport
News the 2. We left our camp at Harrison’s Landing Satur8iay’clock and march to
Charles City Courthouse the second day we marahtetChickahominy the third to
Williamsburg, the fourth to Yorktown the fifth tooting’s Mills, the sixth we reached
Newport News.

The 2% we embarked on board the steamship Daniel Wehstkarrived at
Alexandria yesterday afternoon. We had good farbamrd the ship and had quite a
pleasant trip. The distance we marched was alibatilés. The weather during the
march was very warm the roads very dusty and thesuffered considerable.

| stood the march well and felt just as wethen we reached Newport News as when
we commenced our march. My health was never biigerit is at present. | regretted to
leave the Peninsula for some reasons, but forat grany | was glad to leave it. The
weather is much cooler here and it is more hedlthan in the low and swampy land of
the Peninsula. We have had no mail since we laftisbn’s Landing till this morning. 1
received 2 letters from you one dated Auf 28d the other the 20

| was never more anxious to hear from yobaue felt easier and more contented
since. | thank God Dear Julia that you are wedl still hopeful. These are indeed trying
times — times that try “Men’s Souls”. They willstinguish the brave from the cowards
the strong from the weak and the true from theeaats. The despondent and faint-
hearted will suffer most. The Government is nogibeing to appreciate the magnitude
of the rebellion it was called upon to suppre$shd Presidents vigorous course is
supported by the 20 millions of loyal people, thisrao such word as fail — and our starry
flag will again soon wave clear to the Rio Grafdhe news from Caroline interested me
very much. | was glad to learn that my native tomas doing so well.



Our division has all arrived and we expeatimve tomorrow. Our division is
commanded by Gen. Slocum, Gen. Franklin has commftiek corps. Gen’s Slocum
and Smith’s division compriz [sic] the corps. hipto try that Maple Sugar and no words
can begin to express how greatly | wish to seetgdaok forward for that long wished
for time with an anxious heart. | am well and remgaurs.

HEIGHTSTOWN MD
SEPT 11/62

My Dear Julia

| don’t know as | will have time to write muels we may be ordered to fall in at any
moment. | am perfectly well and all right.

We have marched a long distance since | wrotelast.

General Franklin’s Corps commenced their mé&mmim Alexandria to Centreville Aug
29" and arrived near the battle ground the day folhgwé O’clock PM and just after the
left of Popes army gave way. We were within % afike of the battle ground when we
met a perfect rush of retreating soldiers. Youl@dardly imagine our surprise and
mortification. We had been having reports all taat Pope had Jackson surrounded and
had a sure thing of taking Jackson and his armsppars. We formed in line of battle
halted all Officers and men that were not woundwadifarmed them in line also — and
waited for the enemy. 1 think they must have bgestty badly whipped themselves for
they didn’t attempt to follow up their advantage.

During the night of the 80Franklin’s corps fell back to Centreville. We th¢his
position 2 days and then covered the retreat ohouly to Alexandria. We returned to
Alexandria the night of the"2of Sept.

We halted at Camp Newton. In the morningwihole Reg't went to work to clear off
our old camp. We had just got our tents pitchetlererything nicely arranged when we
received marching orders.

SEPT 18 — It was just as | anticipated. We had orderfalidn before | could get this
ready to send.

It is six O’clock PM. We have halted | undared for the night. We have got our tent
pitched. Capt and | have just eat our supper antalenuch better in consequence. We
have marched 8 miles today and are now within ®srolf Frederick.

SEPT 15 — Our division is in possession of Cram@ap for which we fought gallantly

yesterday. This Gap is in the Blue Ridge over Wlagoad passes and is about 9 miles
from Harpers Ferry. It was a strong position drelRebs fought desperately to hold it.

We drove them from the mountain and they fled iarg\direction.

| presume you will get the account in the pagefore this reaches you so | won’t
write them at present. The loss in our Reg’t isrdd0 killed and wounded. Our Colonel
and Major are both wounded. Eugene Simpson* wiielki | was fortunate and received
only 2 scratches. A bullet passed just close emooigny right ear to make it bleed a
little another passed through my foot leg aboveamikle and just grazing it. The loss of
the enemy was much greater than ours.

| think we have taken 500 prisoners.



Little Mac has defeated the enemy in everltfgp far in Maryland. | am well and
yours as usual, G Wolcott

NEAR BAKERSVILLE MD
SEPT 28 /62

My Dear Julia

| received your letter mailed the™®st night. It was most welcome and its contents
and you dear Julia occupied my thoughts all nigfdu must not suppose Julia that on
account of receiving no letters from me in thre@kgethat you were any the less thought
of or that | loved you less. You remain the saxaept that your patience and
faithfulness have made you more dear to me (it wossible).

| wrote you immediately after the battle oB@ptons Gap and also immediately after
the battle near Sharpsburg. The mail has beenirregular. Our Reg't received their
mail last night making the time just one week simeehad one. | think it will be more
regular not. | received a letter from Brother J&dst night in which he says that there is
a report at Motts Corners that | was wounded indlgeand had my ear shot off. This
was amusing indeed. | would like to know who wribite report. | detest alarmists all
most as much as | do straggles and cowards. hftdween wounded and | am very
thankful and think | am fortunate to have escapdtua the many dangers to which |
have been exposed. It was not because | was not post.

After the enemy had been driven out of Marglland whip Franklins corps lay near
Shepardstown the report came that Jackson wasrmgasto Maryland again at
Williamsport. Franklin had orders to take his ®up there immediately to meet him.
We received marching orders at 11 O'clock of thghtibf the 28 and a little after
daylight we were at Williamsport. Only a smallderhad crossed and they recrossed
before we got up there. We remained there ovdrtigd then marched to Bakersville or
near it and we have been taking our ease sincearé/¢ miles from Sharpsburg and 6
from Hagerstown. | have no idea how soon we vétimore orders nor what they will
be.

There is no information of any present movenoérur troops in Maryland. Maryland
is a beautiful country and the people generallygam@d union people. They are very
kind and hospital and are delighted at McClellamxess. They say that Lees’ army
crossed into their state singing My Maryland anépparently very happy and that Lee
boasted while in Frederick that he would be in Vitagtion within a week and offered to
bet at great odds to that effect. | think he nfest a little disappointed and mortified.

| am glad that the hot weather is over antldba terms of service ends before hot
weather will come again. The cool weather hasadiyeyreatly improved the health of
the men. We have 230 men fit for duty in our Regit 14 officers.

| am perfectly well and have been. We hasgt peard that our Colonel and Major
were doing well. Itis good news for us all. ksvat first thought that their wounds were
mortal. 1 am a McClellan and Lincoln man still.

With many kind wishes | remain faithfully yeuyr
G Wolcott



Our division is commanded by General Slocunctviwith Smith’s form Franklins
Corps.

NEAR BAKERSVILLE MD
OCT 8/62

My Dear Julia

It is a delightful morning. The air is cleand comfortably cool, not a cloud obscures
the sky, and were it not that we see around usigwdnted city and upon all sides the
complete paraphernalia of war one might imaginé hleavas resting ins some quiet
village.

There is no startling news to communicate. Wilbistanding there is much being done.
Movements are being made troops are accumulatitigsaaind that point, ammunition
and subsistence trains are constantly on the magieating active movements. | think
the day is not far distant when the news will ba @hore important nature. Since | wrote
you last we have moved our camp. We are now enednmpa beautiful piece of woods.
We have got our wall tents again and can now liviéeeccomfortable. We have nothing
to do of any consequence except to go on picket ont0 days — remain 2 days, and this
is easy duty.

Since we left Harrison’s Landing we have martbver 300 miles and have been
engaged in two battles and several skirmishes sanay know that we have done
something. During this time our Reg’t has losbattle and by sickness several Officers
and over a 100 men. After the battle of Antietasnhad about 200 men present and 14
officers. What are left may well be called vetexran

The rebs say they would rather fight a newmnegt a 1000 strong than a regiment
belonging to McClelan’s [sic] old army numberingd20

On the late battle field | talked with sevesitheir wounded Officers and men. They
all said that their whole army was confident thenG.ee would take Washington, until
Gen McClellan had been given the command of thetarmy. They said they were
then less confident. | have no doubt they wereaaadstill less now. Still after
McClellan has saved Washington a second time and di he could, good-pretending-
union-men north curse him. | know no reason fe, thnless they fear his popularity
may interfere with their party. | received an atb&your kind letters mailed the 96the
4™ It was most welcome as usual. | don't think thzan get permission to come home
this month and perhaps not till we go into winteaders. No Officers who are well can
get a leave of absence at present. | regret vachrthat | can’t come, but | suppose it
will do no good to complain. | think the PresideRroclomation [sic] is all right. If
there is no other way to end this rebellion | wolkdin favor of extermination. Oct'4
we received the painful news that our Colonel weedd He died the 2d from the wound
he received at Crampton Gap. He was a brave dlahg@fficer and was loved by us
all — and all deeply feel and mourn his loss.

| am well, my health was never better. | kpat a leave of absence as soon as |
possibly can. | think there will be no troublegiet one when we go into winter quarters.



| think | have been a pretty good boy and shaltdripe and | know that | have remained
true to my Dear Julia both in heart and deed antehd to remain so.
G Wolcott

HEADQUARTERS 32 REGT
OCT 20/62

My Dear Julia

It is evening Capt. Myers has gone out ana béone — and my thoughts as they
always to when | am alone turn to you. It is qaiddd and is raining. Some may be
home-sick, Some discouraged and disheartenediawvel overcome these, but how |
don’t know as | can say. | know, and can saynmish that your love, Julia (which I try
to appreciate) and the hope and influence causgdliy has done much towards keeping
my spirits up and carrying me safely through theynaardships that | have passed.

The hardships | expected and have caredttletfior them — but that ship which took
me from you has been the hardest of all and thag®¥yas been truly a painful one.

Why am | writing this, which you much certainly kmpif you know me. | hope you
won't think me selfish for | am especially down this worm and have always detested
it. 1 received yours of the T1this afternoon. It interested me very much. n’tquite
understand the last part of it. If | have loved ybrough selfish motives | am yet to learn
it. | loved you when | was sixteen — that sameelstill exists, only it has grown stronger
and | had supposed it was through pure and horsiblemotives if not then | have
thought wrong and don’t know myself.

You seem to think that | have grown hard hezhend that belonging to the army tends
to harden one’s heart. | think this is not sthave witnessed scenes that were sufficient
to soften the hardest heart and melt it to pity syrdpathy. [ think that a battle and the
incidents thereby tend to soften men’s hearts. 8hez men in the company to which |
am attached whom | never knew to show one parmicgympathy or to respect anything
that was right and honorable until they had bedvaittie. The kindness and sympathy
this men showed to the wounded of the enemy detinible battle of Antietam, | could
not help but notice and admire. It is getting @&pt Myers has come and | will close all
| ask Julia is that you may know me as | am andwotives as they are. We have moved
our camp 3 miles farther up the river. | don't tnbow long we will remain here. We
are encamped just outside of a village but | dentdw what they call it. | am well and
remain truly yours. May God keep you well and safe
George Wolcott



WHITE PLAINS, VA
NOV 7 /62

My Dear Julia

As you will notice | date my letters againMirginia and a long distance from this
camp | last wrote you.

We are encamped in the woods near the Manpssk&ap rail-road on the east side
of the Blue Ridge.

We left our camp near Bakersville Oct'3hd have been marching every day since
until to-day.

We crossed the Potomac at Berlin below Harpersy. We are nearly a 100 miles
from the camp we left in Maryland. The weather basn pleasant until last night when
there was a big change. It began to grow coldtlaisdnorning it commenced snowing
and has been snowing all day. It is harder fomtlea than the Officers. The men have
to carry what they have and consequently they dmarity more than they are obliged to.

The most of them carry 1 overcoat 1 blankebelen and 1 rubber blanket hardly
sufficient for this weather. Capt Myers and | prepared for cold weather. We have a
good wall tent and 14 good woolen blankets bestdember blankets and 2 overcoats.
Our baggage is all carried for us. There is buy \itle sickness in the Reg’t and all are
in good spirits. Gen McClellan and Burnside padseds yesterday and all of us were
delighted to see them. The men appead [sic] teiloewith joy. | never heard men
cheered so heartily. It pleased me to see theaneer those two Generals. They tossed
their caps in the air and expressed their delighiarious ways. Itis now 7 O’clock PM.
There is about 2 inches of snow on the ground sustlli snowing. | expect we will
move on tomorrow but in what direction | don’t knowthink we will move towards
Manasses [sic] Gap or Warrenton.

| received your kind and very welcome favotedaOct 18 while in Maryland and |
am anxiously looking for another. | would havettem before but we have had hardly
time to eat since we have been on the march. Trehimg don’t drive you from my
thoughts however. | think of you Julia by day amght whether on the march or in camp
and if you knew hoe | long to see you, you woulddao farther proof to show that |
loved you and was still faithful.

Ben Spaulding* was sent to the Hospital befoedeft Maryland. Ha has been
unwell ever since we left Harrison’s Landing.

| am well. My health was never better. |&deen fortunate thus far at least | think |
have and | may be during the 6 months that we etréoyserve. The country through
which we have marched is fine but desolation is1sgeevery hand. The soldiers take
nearly every thing they can find.

The young men that didn’t volunteer in thealeddrmy have been drafted. | haven’t
seen a young man yet on our march.

McClellan has been successful thus far ondduispaign and if the weather permits |
think that he and his army will take Richmond befarvery long time. If McClellan and
Burnside can’t take it no other Generals can. shvib go to Richmond then | will feel
better satisfied.



Our Divission [sic] is now command by Gen Bteo Our Brigade by Gen. Stoughten,
so you will please direct accordingly and our dimisis in Franklin’s Corps. | suppose
Din is married. Please give her my compliments sadthat | wish her very much joy.
Yours faithfully indeed
G. Wolcott

CAMP NEAR NEW BALTIMORE, VA
NOV 12 /62

My Dear Julia

| was honored and greatly pleased by the peogian other of your kind letters.
Mailed the & this afternoon. It has been longer than usuaesimhave received a letter
and | was more anxious than | can have been toffearyou. The mail has been very
irregular. This afternoon was the first we havd lmea week. How glad | am Julia that
you are enjoying good health and how happy | akntaw that you have been so good,
kind and faithful. | have all confidence in youdainwish you would have in me. | have,
and shall endeavor to be worthy of your love. #d& me indignant to read how Bill
Boice used his wife. | think that no man who hiagl least respect for his word or honor
could act thus. May | never be guilty of such ianex.

It quite surprised me to learn that Ed Marala®s home. Please write me how long he
has been home and how he got there. | am a Seymenuand a war democrat. | am in
favor of restoring the Union as it was. | am dstgd with our present administration and
| think | have reason for being so.

The Government has had all it has asked ftr imomen and money and | think it is
the fault of old Abe and his Cabinet that the ribelis not crushed.

There was a perfect storm and great exciteinghe army the @ caused by the news
that our favorite and most beloved General was veaho McClellan took leave of
Franklins Corps, which was drawn up in line to reeéim the morning of the™® The
men were wild. They greeted him with cheer aftexar, crowded around him, and
expressed their love and respect in every way insdue. Many a tear was shed and
many a curse was uttered. | never heard such bitte meaning words spoken. After
McClellan had saved Washington a 2d time and attdnad worked so hard to organize
his army and when he had commenced a successfpbogmwith his army in the finest
of spirits, to use him thus, was indeed sufficienastonish us all. | detest this act of the
President but hope all may yet be well. The araxyleen idle since th&7We have
been here 4 days. We have no orders yet and t loov when we will move. The
army will have to move soon if it moves at all.

We are encamped near New Baltimore a smalt twantaining a ¥2 dozen buildings
and we are about 5 miles from Warrenton a mucleftaxgvn.

| am well, my health was never better. A gowahy Officers have offered their
resignation in our division on account of the reax McClellan. Every Officer in our
Reg't would if their term of service was not so rganded.

| would like to have gone to Richmond if Mc{l4@ had been left in command but |
am now not anxious. | am much more anxious nt#dawve the army and return home.



Yours faithfully,
G Wolcott

CAMP NEAR STAFFORD COURT HOUSE, VA
NOV 27 /62

My Dear Julia

The mail has at last come and | was happgdmlthat it had brought a letter for me.
It was dated Nov ) | wan never more anxious to hear from you anés mdeed
happy to know that you were enjoying good health.

| was surprised to learn that you had recen@tetters from me. | have written you
once a week since we left Maryland. We left NewtiBere Nov 16" and after
marching 4 days over a very bad road we reachegresent position. We are near
Stafford Court House and 10 miles from Frederickgbu his is a miserable country and
| will be glad when we get out of it.

The country through which we passed on ouclm&ilom New Baltimore was sparsely
populated, with neglected agriculture a slateywoiith in times of peach from 5 to 10
dollars per acre.

The inhabitants are poor as a general thingedisas ignorant and benighted.

Some of our route was through pine and oagstgrassing occasionally a plantation
deserted their small farms occupied by poor whigg nvho could tell you nothing of the
country in which they lived or how far it was toygolace.

The army devours every thing in the shapero¥ipions both for man and beast
within its reach. The soldiers don’t take anythihgy can’t get.

As soon as a brigade halts for the night thesgstacked and ranks broken away go the
men in every direction for wood and water etc. desmare demolished sheep and pigs
butchered and every thing that a soldier can uskisocomfort is taken. | pity the
women and children. | have been in some housegaimdies had nothing to eat but
corn meal and had only a small supply of that.

We have been here 7 days and there is nogebepmoving soon. | am glad of one
thing. They can’t blame McClellan for the inactivhow.

| don’t think Burnside or any other Generat catisfy the anticipations and wishes of
the North — not even if men could to without shred#ted food and could leap ditches 30
feet wide, carry off forts on their bayonets ethe consequences of McClelland’s
removal are plainly to be seen. Gen McClellan énagty advantage of Gen Lee at the
time he was removed and we might have been in Racknto-day. Now the picture is
entirely changed. Gen Lee has had time to movarhiy and they are now in front of us
ready for another battle. If Burnside is succdgasfuill cost us 3 times as many lives as
it would at the time the army was halted by theaeah of McClellan. Every man in the
army then was sure of success and every one kiawg tvouldn’t have taken half the
time nor cost half the lives it will now to takedRmond.

Pres. Lincoln and his blundering cabinet stidod held responsible for this greatest of
mistakes. It won’t be forgotten by the army of B@omac. If his removal had been for
the good of the country or for a good cause amulijin good motives | would look at it
differently. | am obliged to differ a very litth@ith you Julia in regard to the election in



New York. To be frank | was greatly pleased whéedrd Seymour was elected. | see
that you have heard that | have been promotedhaid/ou wondered if that was the
cause you received no letters from me. If youixerehe letters | have written you they
will show that it was not my fault. My name wasis®rward for promotion after the
battle of Crampton Gap.

| am well and ready as ever to strike for myratry. | remain your faithfully,
Geo Wolcott

CAMP NEAR STAFFORD COURT HOUSE
DEC 2 /62

My Dear Julia

Here we are yet and no prospect of a mowonit know why the army has been kept
inactive, unless it is on account of the weathire weather is certainly very unfavorable
for active operations but it is not so bad as i$ Vet spring on the Peninsula. | know of
no news of importance. All is quiet along the Rapmnock.

The enemy is reported to be in strong forceant and ready to oppose our advance.
| don’t know whether Burnside intends to advanceair If he does, it is certainly time.
He has waited to long in my opinion now. The lanige delays the more difficult it will
be to advance — both on account of the weathettanfbrtifications which the rebels
have thrown up.

| suppose the people north now think that a€Mllan is removed there will be no
more spades used and that Burnside when he geigteaove will march into
Richmond without much trouble. | wish this were 8&e might as well look at this
picture as itis. Itis my humble opinion thathe Iron-clads are unable to pass Fort
Darling on the James River to capture Richmond medjuire more time more men and
more spades than the northern people have yet dceam However this may be | think
Richmond can and must be taken and the Rebellisshed. Uncle Sam has the money
& men sufficient to accomplish this and rather thahave the rebels succeed | would
sacrifice all. What is life worth without a coupta home. | want to see the Start &
Stripes again float throughout the traitorous Sautth they would if all felt as | do. It
may take 1 year and perhaps longer if it shoulgiaylkeep to work at them till they are
soundly whipped.

DEC 3¢

It is quite cold thin morning and looks likessv. The 38 | received a long and very
kind letter with no date and last evening | recdimaother dated the 95 They afforded
me much pleasure and my thoughts reverted badletbdppy times the happiest of my
life that | have passed with you. Although | amffam you it is great satisfaction to
contemplate the joy of seeing you again being hy yide and spending my life with one
to whom my heart is bound as with cords of tripgéeel. | was pleased to hear that Motts
Corners had awoke and was trying to do somethingdelf.

| wish to make a shore explanation concermihgt little | have said of politics. | said
| was a Seymour man and a war Demaocrat, or if yeage a conservative union man. |
may be wrong but I think what | said was consig&acit— although the detestable Jim
Roe and the Barbarians of Location voted for Seymou



| wouldn’t have supported Wadsworth for | thihat he is too radical. | supposed
that Seymour was a conservative man and that teel lbis country and would seek to
unite the masses of the people to sustain thed@m@sin administering the Government
and carrying on the war to preserve the constitui®it is in all its majesty and beauty
and restore the authority of the Government inplaees where insurgent hands have
sought to overthrow it. No one can say that wheyn®ur was Governor of New York
that he did not distinguished himself by his hoypestd ability. It think that Seymour
will sustain the Pres in a vigorous prosecutiothefwar on the principles he announced
in his inaugural address. If he does not, theilllbg no Seymour man.

| would see this government established avuadation so firm and staple that the
despots of the world might hurl against it thearéiest anathemas backed by armed hosts
without being able to cause a single pillar on Whtaests even to vibrate from the force
of the shock. How is this to be brought about. hByd fighting | suppose and havn’t[sic]
we our hands full enough all ready. | think we &aVf the radicals were allowed to have
their way they would force Kentucky Maryland aneé thnion men of Western Virginia
of Missouri of Tennessee out of the union certaang what would be the consequence.
| will mention a few war Democrats to show thatrthare some Democrats who are
patriots.

| will commence with McClellan then Burnsideanklin, Sumner, Halleck, Slocum,
Grant, McClerland, Newton, Gen Dix, Wool, Buel, Relds, Porter, in fact nearly all of
the leading Generals are Democrats.

We have just received marching orders andllhaive to close. | think it is about
time don’t you.

| understand we are going to Bell Plains whechear the Potomac 12 miles from our
present camp. | am glad that we are going to mdweant to get out of this miserable
place. Capt Whitlock has received notice that Bpaulding* died the 28in a Hospital
in Hagerstown Maryland. | saw him last at BakdiswWID. He was quite sick then. He
was taken sick about a month before we left Hangdcanding and has been failing ever
since. Ben was a good soldier and his comradegthi@ great deal of him. How can |
help feeling very grateful and thankful to Him wisdthe God of battles for the Mercy
and Kindness that He has shown me.

| am well my health could be no better. llshat complain at all Julia if you do
differ with me in politics.

With true love | remain yours faithfully
George Wolcott

32d REGTNY S VOL
DEC 22 /62

My Dear Julia
Since | wrote you on the T we have moved back from the Rappahannock andeve ar
now encamped 2 miles from Belle Plain. Our camp 8 piece of woods and if they let



us remain here we can live quite comfortable. l'denow what they intend to do with
us this winter.

| think they will have to let us go into wintguarters if they do it isn’t probable that
the 2 year troops will do any more fighting.

There are several reports concerning the Rtygaps in camp. Some think they will
be discharged if the army goes into winter quareid others think they will be ordered
to Washington to do garrison duty in the forts th&t of their time.

| hope the 32d wont see another fight. Theebout ¥ of the original members left
& I don’'t want to see them all killed. Our regtshdone a great deal of hard duty & has
done it well. Our regt & the fBNY have the name of being the best regts in otisidin
[sic] and have been complimented by the Generahfar coolness & bravery in every
battle in which they have been engaged. They Werdirst of Franklins command to
cross the Rappahannock & they were the last toassc The 18 crossed the river the
morning of the 1% at daylight followed by the 32d. We drove back Enemys
Skirmishers to their fortifications & formed thght of Franklins left grand division
[sic].

Our division [sic] had a position in advandele rest of the line and we had orders
not to advance farther until the left had drivee Enemies right from their position. The
fight commenced on the left at 10 O’clock AM & conted till nearly 3. The left was
unable to drive the Enemy from their position and division [sic] was not ordered to
advance but hold their position. The rebs madehatattempt to drive us back.

They drove the Jersey Brigade back (a pasuoftivision [sic]) and would have taken
a battery had it not been for the 32d. Our regtdraers to advance and meet the charge
of the rebs, which we did, and drove them back Withlittle loss. We had one man
killed & only a few wounded. Thank God we weretdimate on our battle-field.

| think this battle was the greatest blundettigaster of the war. Some think here that
Burnside was to blame for the disaster others tthakit was the war bureau consisting
of Halleck Stanton & co. | have given up nearlyhalpe of seeing the rebellion put
down by the present administration.

| think the President ought to dischargerathpable & blundering officials and
replace them by able and patriotic men.

| have received a letter from you over a weleé,last of which was dated Dec".0l
received 2 while we were across the river. | coitldrite at time for there was no malil
sent for 7 days.

| acknowledge the kindness of them all. THelyme much good and after the disaster
at Fredericksburg | thanked God that | had somgttarcomfort me and live for. How
well | would like to be home Christmas but | cantldhere is no use to complain.

As you say Julia it won't be very long andready count the time by days as it
passes.

| am well & remain yours faithfully
G Wolcott




32d REGTNY S VOL
DEC 30/62

My Dear Julia

| have received 2 letters from you since lteroOne dated the $3he other the 2%
The latter | received this afternoon.

| appreciate and acknowledge the kindneskarhtboth & can never forget it. Every
letter | receive from you Julia is much benefitte and makes you dearer (if it were
possible) to me. The old year is nearly gone amith“it many a glorious throng of
happy dreams”. | thank God that | am not gone mpihappy dream. It has been over a
year since | have seen the dear one who represemsgportant a character in my dreams
yet time the seemingly cruel absence has not causeid forget her in the least nor has
it made my love for her less strong & ardent.

| don't think it necessary to renew the prtagens | have made you. You are aware
that | love you fondly & well. | can say Julia tHdhave been faithful to you this closing
year and that | intend to be the new one.

| often think of the happy times | have passét you of the Evenings when you met
me at the door of the sweet embrace your lips ngaikisweeter and how happy | was
afterwards when your head rested upon my breastaurlder. Of how quick the
evenings passed and how much | regretted to leawe y

| often think too of the last time we partddsuffered more than you supposed Julia
and more than | ever had before. | will rememhmw Imy feelings choked my
utterances[sic] and the strange weakness that héaer before felt.

Our term of Service will end in a little ov&months then Julia with Gods permission
| shall see you again.

If we should go into winter quarters | would ohy best to get a leave of absence. |
don’t know whether we will go into winter quartexsnot. If we do | don’t think we will
here. One thing is certain | shall not remain kEmg the army than my term of service.
| was happy to learn that you were well & had amn@hristmas. Our mery|[sic]
Christmas was the same as any other day. Johnéviéie present was to much for me.
| can’t see the point. | have wondered if he tdlkght, as much as he did before the war
commenced. We have been having quite pleasanhereatast night there was a
marked change. The wind blew cold from the nortth ®@day there is an occasional
flake of snow. There is no news of importancean’t form any opinion of what the
next move of the army will be. It will not be veeasy to advance or fall back.

Capt Myers & | have comfortable gartrs[sicHanough to eat again. | am well/ My
health could be no better. | wish you a very hapgw Year and many blessings hoping
that the next New Year | may spend with you — drad the next may be a happier one
for our country.

Yours faithfully
G Wolcott



32d REGT NYS VOL
JAN 28 /63

My Dear Julia

We have returned from our mud excursion aeddack in our old camp again. We
were out 7 days and had the roughest time we eder h rained every day except the
first. Talk about mud. | never knew the road¥irginia had no bottom before.

The # day we marched the roads we very good but at ftightnmenced to rain &
has been raining ever since till last night whesh#inged to snow and has been snowing
right smart since. When Burnside concluded thatdwgd go no farther the whole army
returned to their old camps except our divisior)[gibich was left to bring out the
pontoons. This was the unkindest cut of all. §avke the smallest division [sic] in the
army & one that has lost more men in battle thanather to do the work that %2 doz
divisions [sic] ought to have done was decidedlgnvg. We were 4 days getting the
Pontoons from the river to the Falmouth road. \&e to draw them nearly 3 miles.

The picture the men presented hauling thoséopos was anything but pleasant to
look at. We hitched a long rope to the waggongfsica tung[sic] and the men acted as
mules. It took 100 men to haul 1 waggon][sic]. Tien were half drowned half starved
& covered with mud from head to foot but never s we finished our work & after
marching a day & half the night we reached ouraalchp. There is not much prospect of
another move very soon.

The snow is now about 4 inches deep & it lotkesary indeed here in the wilderness.

Major Myers & | have a log house which makespgood quarters. My health was
never better than it is at present. | weigh 160sk» you can judge | am not growing
smaller.

| understand Gen Franklin is removed but Ifialveard the particulars. He is
considered next to McClellan by the soldiers th&t I&eneral in the army.

| received your letter mailed the 23d this miog. | was happy to learn you are well
& the news was indeed interesting. Dear Julighbeght of being with you again makes
my heart beat fast & my anxious & longing hearstete how truly & well I love you.

In a little over 3 months with Gods permission ll\wee you. You ask me if you should
correspond with Ravthes Ball. Please do as yakthioper | shall not complain. Please
excuse this muddy letter & | will try to get outthle mud in my next

Yours faithfully

Geo Wolcott

32d REGT NYS VOLUNTEERS
CAMP NEAR WHITE OAK CHURCH, VA
FEB 10/ 63

My Dear Julia

How many times | have written that name. Huouch it has interested me and how
much | have thought of it and the one who beargaithough it has been a long time
since | have seen her yet every day which passemakes the absence greater leaves



her fresh in my memory, finds her dearer to me @t and not only interests me more
& more but figures first in my thoughts and my festhopes and all is centered upon
her.

Julia if you knew what solicitude | have fauwand how kindly every pulsation of my
heart beats for you, you couldn’'t have a doubtthat | would be faithful & true to both
you and myself and you would know that my heart asmsusceptible of kindness and
love as ever. | may be unworthy you love & confide yet | have endeavored to be
worthy of both. However this may be | can assune there is no one more fondly and
ardently loved and through purer motives than yelfirs

It is a pleasant morning at least it is pleasaer head as the old expression goes but
rather muddy. We have had very disagreeable weaB@&n snow Mud and ice seems to
have been contending to see which would be mastamk the mud has the best of them
yet. | have had several surprise parties withiveak or rather several parties called to
see me which quite took me by surprise. Thedrty consisted of Mr. Michael Krum,
Johnson Quick*, Richard Quick* & Ezra Babcock. dswleased indeed to see these
familiar faces from old Caroline. | was much mpteased though to see the last one
who called. It was your brother Ed. He reachedcamp at tattoo, stayed with me one
night & started for Acquia Creek the next day atI&élock AM. | was very glad to see
Ed and | wish he could have made us a longer vigive him the best we had to eat and
the best bed we had in the house.

| was over to Acquia Creek Landing tH2ahd saw Bill & John Cantine* and some
others that | knew. John Cantine & Bill were w&llooked well. | heard from old
friend Camp a few days ago. He is married and senhis wedding cards.

They are giving furloughs now and my turn witime in about 30 days. | am well &
long for May to come. Yours faithfully G Wolcott

32d REGT NYS VOLS
CAMP NEAR WHITE OAK CHURCH, VA
FEB 13 /62 [1863 — letters before and after wesenfWhite Oak Church, Va.)

My Dear Julia

| received your very kind and interesting lettateti the 28 this morning. | was
unusually pleased to hear from you and thank yoy neich for the likeness of that
young Lady you sent me. | had no difficulty toagnize the well remembered face. My
memory has been good in this respect and wouldleeCould | ever forget that face
and form so dear to me No never.

Julia with mingled feelings of joy and sorrow aan my tent | have been
looking at this likeness nearly all day. | havegsed it to my heart, kissed it and shed
tears over it.

This may look simple Julia but | acknowledge theakness, if you would call it
that but | would have you know that under differeintumstances my heart may be as
strong as any other.



I might as well stop here | can’t write what | wd and could never express with
words how well I love you. | must say though, tiias$ a pretty likeness and | was happy
indeed to see you looking so well.

Mr. Murray that you speak of | have met severaks since | have been in the
army. | know his Reg't well. It has suffered tbly in battle. | first met him at old
camp Newton. He cam there to see his Brother,isshanember of Capt Whitlock’s
company and learning that | was from Caroline bpree was the reason he wished to
make my acquaintance. | understand that he iax®hbnan and appears to be quite a
gentleman. You seem to think that | like Major Myand wish to know if he is a
Christian etc. | will tell you something about hirhwas assigned to his company last
May and | have been compeled [sic] to associatie wih more or less since. | never
became acquainted with a man from New York Cityhwvhom | had any desire to
cultivate friendship or who | thought was a gentem | will say this much for Major
Myers he is the bravest of Officers and a soldiée. has a wife & 2 children in New
York City. He is no Christian at least he don't bice one. He was promoted about a
month ago. Company Offices tent together and amndd had a comfortable tent he
concluded that he wouldn’t fix up new quarterstonself until we pitched another
camp. | will tell you now how much | have likedrh Just so far as it was for my
interest and comfort. | have no intimate frienadshe army and haven’t had since old
friend Camp left us. | use all well that use mdlwe

Julia | see that you are really a McClellan man badmire your choice & good
judgement [sic]. He has always been my choiceiggdt, not from any political reason
or from any personal feeling but because | tholgitto be the ablest General and that it
would be for the interest of our Government. |disgusted with the President & his
administration but | hope he may do something lféie does there will be no one more
ready than | to give him credit. Why was McClell@moved. It has been nearly 3
months since his removal and yet there has beeeason assigned for it. He was not
only removed but grossly insulted. Why was GenErahklin removed a man second
only to McClellan in ability and loved by the whaemy. Why was the gallant soldier
who fought the battle at Hanover Court & at Malvetiti Fitz John Porter cashiered. If
these questions can not be satisfactorily answehed wonder there that the army of the
Potamac [sic] should become demoralized.

There is no difference between Republican and Dest®t this respect. They
think and feel alike. We are having very pleasegather it is a warm as summer. | am
well and long for that time when | shall be madpawith your presence.

Yours faithfully
George Wolcott



32d REGT N.Y.S. VOLS
CAMP NEAR WHITE OAK CHURCH, VA
MARCH 9/ 63

My Dear Julia

| received your very kind letter mailed thé"3@sterday. It is needless to say that |
was pleased to hear form you. You must know | gbaam. It is Sabbath evening |
believe and | am mad as usual to think | can't It ywou. | suppose | will have to bear
it and I think | can with the prospect that thep’'t&old me many more weeks. If | get a
furlough (and I think | can some time this monticah remain home 8 days. If | could
remain but one or even one hour | would come. Iigtad | shall be to come. It makes
my heart beat quick to think of it. We are havaligkinds of weather. It has been quite
warm today. We have the 4 seasons of the yearnmeree week. Summer one day
perhaps the next winter & so on mixed up promissbo& generally.

This country is particularly down on snow.witl work one day to give us snow then
it will face about and rein it off. There has beare exception. During the early part of
the evening of Feb 21the severest snow storm ever known in this latittommences
and continued all night and the next day. The wiadled through the valleys and wood
in angry gusts blowing down trees and piling thevsip generally. The snow was over
a foot deep where the wind didn’t disturb it andwexe all astonished at the fierceness
of such a storm in Dixie. It was so unexpectedugdposed it came to celebrate the
anniversary of Washington’s birth day or to previtiet army from celebrating it. What
made it more interesting about noon when the wiad lowling its prettyist[sic] we
were startled by cannon firing along one whole.lifidde sound at any time is big music
but it was doubly so that day as it was broughisdy the gale.

When a 100 cannon open their deep toned tlmeesound has something fearfully
exciting and grand in it — especially during suct@am. 1 think | had better bring this
snow storm to a close.

My health was never better than at preséhe adjintant[sic] was just in and detailed
me to take charge of 100 men to work on the coydrwad tomorrow. They are
building corduroy roads everywhere. | receivedttel from Sister Em yesterday. Em
spoke of you and asked me if | remembered you. s8lteyou had a curiously wrought
pipe and ask me if | wasn't afraid that you wouddrh to smoke and be expensive. |
thought it was pretty rich all through and | hadaogh | couldn’t possibly help it.

Itis 11 O’clock and as you may be sleepy hiwtrouble you farther tonight. Hoping
to see you soon. | again subscribe myself
Yours faithfully
G. Wolcott



ON PICKET NEAR THE RAPPAHANNOCK
MARCH 28/ 63

My Dear Julia

Yesterday’s mail brought me a letter from ytatied March 18, | believe Julia there
was never a letter more anxiously looked for angel @ad with more interest than that. |
was fearful something was wrong that you mightibk and oh how that thought startled
me. | never wish to bear another such fearful snsp. How thankful | was and how
much better | felt when | had read your letter lrained that you were well. | have been
disappointed and not a little either. | tried taitypatiently my turn but | could not and |
have suffered in consequence. All the Officerdhwisto visit home and there was a
good deal of talk about it and the Colonel conctuthat they should go as their turn
came. There are 2 yet to go before me. We haaved no marching orders and | may
come yet. | certainly shall if | can.

When | told you Julia that 3 months wouldretlbng I didn’t know what | said. |
know though that I did not say this because | ditllove you with my whole heart for
you were dearer to me at that time than every thlag and have been since and are still.
Every day that passes tells me how well & trulgud you. If you knew how kindly and
how much | thought of you how much | long to sea filow much | wish to see you
happy and my anxity[sic] for your health you woulgk have one doubt.

| am well and we are having quite easy tim& are on picket near the river about 4
miles from camp. We came out here yesterday mgraa expect to remain 3 days.
Capt Stanley and | are stopping in a brush househwhe men put up for us. Itis quite
amusing to see the old soldiers prepare quartetbémselves in the woods. They
display a taste ingenuity and quickness remarkalieany points. There is quite a
respectable looking house a % mile from us owned iman who has 2 daughters all
genuine rebs. | saw them as we passed the hodsba&nlooked ugly enough to sour
anything. The old one won’t allow them to evenadpt union soldiers. Their name is
Hay but | think it would be more appropriate Snakeed. He had a large no of slaves
but they have all run away except one who limpsmiine walks and | suppose his
limpness detained him.

There is no news here of importance. The kexaind roads are improving slowly. |
hope you will excuse this lame letter for | amhe woods and you can’t expect much
from a back woodsman.

| am willing for you to blame me but don’t daumy love and constancy If | should
attempt to express how much | wish to see you amat yoy and gladness | anticipate at
meeting you | would make a miserable failure. M&od bless you and all your friends.
Yours faithfully
G Wolcott



32d REGT N.Y.VOLS
APR 6 /63

My Dear Julia

| received your kind letter date MarcH"26is evening. | regret very much that |
should have caused you more disappointment. lcaaBdent that | should come home
in March but | could not. | know how to symphafsie] with you for the suspense and
disappointment has been almost insufferable althaingve suffered much yet I think |
have cause to be thankful and I still hope all iyetybe well. The dangers and hardships
| have experienced | have cared but little and art®to little in comparison to what |
have suffered in being absent from you. | woninpdain for | don’t know as | have a
right to. There were 2 Officers started tfefér home and are to return the"ithen if
the furloughs are not stopped | shall come. Hri’tcome then | have this big
consolation that | will be my own General in Maydahen | guess | will come. | read
your letter with much interest and | wish | coudgbly as well as | appreciate and esteem
it. You speak of writing with the Methodist Churahd wish to know if | have any
objection. | have none Julia and if | had | dahibk | would make them | would sooner
trust té)hyour judgment and | would much rather hgwer wishes gratified than my own.
APR
| Intended to have sent this yesterday but | didfoiothis reason. Edson Heath called to
see me and | went with him to see his Brother Hewwg is a sutler in the 21s regt NJ
Vols and didn’t return to camp till quite late. 'E@pinion of soldering is something like
your Brother Eds. He says nothing would induce tanjoin the army. Our corps
(Sedgwick’s) was reviewed today by the Preside@eheral Hooker. We didn’'t have a
very disagreeable time at least not so much soeagenerally have. We left camp 8
O’clock marched 4 miles to the review ground lookéthe President then. He looked at
us, all done very quietly and then we returnedaimg which we reached about 3 O’clock
PM to our immense gratification. | understood Bresidents wife was somewhere at the
review and my curiosity was excited desperatelgtitain a look at the lady. But alas |
was in the wrong place or looked in the wrong plaice lost the labor of my eyes. Itis
quite cold here and has been for a week. Thereavsasere snow storm here a few days
ago. The wind blew a perfect gale from the nortth snow fell 6 inches. Some snow
remains yet. There is no news here of importacearching orders yet. | am well and
the anticipation of seeing you again soon givedope and courage. Please excuse this
Julia | can’t write what | wish as | never couldoegss in words how well | love you.
Yours faithfully
G Wolcott



LETTER TO GEORGE WOLCOTT FROM HIS BROTHER-IN-LAW
EDWARD B. LOUNSBERY

Edward B. Lounsbery was born December 2, 1833fgmeily records) or October 11,
1833 (per enlistment record) in the Town of Camlifompkins County, NY, the son of
Peter & Harriet Cantine Lounsbery. His enlistmatord lists his occupation as a
farmer. He was married to Amanda Sanders on NoveB)d858. He enlisted on
August 31, 1864 as a Private, for one year, and‘mastered” (left for duty) the same
day in Company B of the 1¥dnfantry, New York Volunteers. He was promotedto
Lieutenant on December 11, 1864. He returned tt’'8/Gorners after the war.

He died November 27, 1904.

CAMP OF TH 17§ NEAR HANCOCK STATION, VA
JAN 6" 1865

Brother George

| received your kind and most welcome lether 2d and was very glad to hear from
you and to hear that yourself and family are wdilave been changing my quarters and
consequently have not had time to write until netven our regt first came here we
came to an old camp where a small regt had beewithutomfortable quarters as far as
they went, but we were scattered along the breastsafor about %2 a mile and in a
lowest place and the Col gained permission to ntlogeegt a little to the left and rear
and make a consolidated camp we have new goodegsiar street regular and the
buildings of uniform size. 4 men occupying a houdeey are all stockaded[sic] the
walls 5 feet high 4 pieces of tent covering eachbygks in each, the Officers tents vary in
size and combined some of them stockaded[sic] aflswund logs without filling and
some just a common log house some use 6 piecearnérsome 4. | have the best tent on
the line the best work the best arainged[sic]. Bonwas boss carpenter and the boys
built it entire for me | had nothing to do or sdpat it is 15 feet long and 7 %2 wide the
walls are 7 feet high, stockade, the timber i©ialed on the inside. | have a good plank
floor that they split out of pine longs. The frastmade &etra the door posts are hewed
square and the front corner posts are square @rttjsi filling on one side of the door is
of 2 wide plank nicely hewed forming a pannel[siop then a door the other side made
of Hart Tack boxes with all of the Modern impierntedsic] for a latch. My fire place is
on the right my bed in the rear with a stand ofltkad of the bed. A table opposite the
fire place | am situated just as comfortable asaa meed be and | enjoy soldering first
rate. My Co was the first to move in their new dqeex and | was the 3d officer on the
line 2 others had their timber all out and parily pp before they knew we were going to
move consequently they soon had their arraingdd[$i@m the only Officer in the Co ad
my Captain has been discharged and Lieut Bogarttise hospital and | do not expect
him back. | tell you George | have had some hianéd getting the books and papers of
the Co in shape and making Pay Books and Clotlgogipt books and charging clothing
and in fact every thing to do that a Co Commandsrtb do and as the Co has had no
officer since the 17 of June and everything allowed to run loose yoy thiank what a



job I have had but thank fortune it is all straigbtv and | mean to keep it so. Our regt
was taken out to see one of its members hung tddeydd one within a month, from our
regt. This one was from Richford, Tioga Co his ramas Watterman Thornton. He
deserted in time of battle the®8ept. Claims that he was taken prisoner and titoug
that his chance would be better to get to our lihbe told them he was a deserter and he
did so but the evidence was strong against hine Aiovost Marshall thinks him
innocent and so do the most of the People herportion of letter missing to hang | do
not wish to see another one hanged, but | may ttavéell Tom Vandemark* that his
sub deserted and has never been found he lefatihecks at Elmira and they enquired
for his principle and the he is not cleared bec&issub was never mustered into the W
Service, and add the remainder to suit yoursdiéar that Will has the Erysipelar
poor fellow. Ask him if he is going to Canada thing tell him that down here we
shoot and hand such men as he is that man we bdag tvas not ____ guilty as will is he
ought to be Court Marshalled[sic] and sent to theTortugas for 3 years at hard
laber[sic]. Tell Julia | will answer her letter anshort time | am glad you are getting
along so well keeping house, and am glad that ymlifome so pleasant, that you wish
to be there all your leisure time | tell you Gestbat there is no happiness in this world
equal to that of a man happily married having a\lifat he loves equal with self or
better if that were possible [sic], and the longau live together the more you will love
one another take good care of my nephew, Clarenag heavens choicest blessings rest
upon you and yours is my daily prayer.
| hope it will not be necessary for you todegour home again to help finish up this
Rebellion there are plenty that can be better splane rather than have the South
succeed let every man in the North be broughterfigdd. | would like to have some of
those Over loyal men in Caroline Drafted. | thinkvould do them good. How are you
State Malitia[sic]. What will the poor fellows _portion of letter missing__months
dodge again or will they enlist for 1 year __ &dipat missing pay a very
large bounty | would like to see some of them cdraee for __ all bounties. | suppose
that they can relate tales of the horror of théld#eld and the many trials and
deprivations that they have encountered and ralaedotes of the war by the hour to
say nothing of their frequent skirmishes with GEagvils. One of the valiant Mottvilliars
[from the village of Mott’'s Corners] told me thatwas very dangerous down at City
Point he had been there as guard with some subisaghd cannon fired somewheresJsic],
probably in Butlers department or in front of Psberrgh[sic], as there is no firing nearer
the point than that. | wish he was here and ceatlthe shells that the Rebs throw just to
the right of our Camp every day what would he thimn. The boys from the 109
come up here often. Len Reed* was wounded inhibelder the other day while with a
fatiegue[sic] party repairing Preket Pits but ibrdy a flesh wound and he will probably
soon be around again. Bill Roe*, Ed Beebe & Jokniy Roe were up the other day.
Len was here 10 or 12 days since the boys areedlliand in good spirits. Don Hanford*
& John Roe* are worth more for soldiers than adl thst that came with me and not just
in. they are always ready for duty no dpimg or growling about rations or
officers but good faithful soldiers and as bravg@asd but the boys are all better than the
average, | wish | had Hap Shurter*, George Roe*‘®aik” here yet but | do not want
them to enlist only | would like such boys. Thall Brank Yaples* that the folks thought
did not know any thing turns out to be a likely gguman as tough as a knot has not been




sick a day, he is in Co. J. | wish he was with rz@ve my respects to all enquiring
friends, remember me to Julia, Amanda and all éisé of the friends, write soon,
Goodbye

| remain yours

E. Lounsbery

PERSONS MENTIONED IN THE LETTERS

BOICE, JOHN — Born July 10, 1836 in Gilford, New York, the soinLewis & Sarah
Dibble Boice. He was a farmer and single whenriisted in September 1862 for 3
years. He joined Co. E, 76nf., N Y Vol. as a Private. He died Jurte 9863 of Camp
Fever. His remains were buried at Yorktown, VA.

CAMP, ED — Edward Camp enlisted May 7, 1861 as a Priva@oinl, 329N Y Reg't.,
N Y Vols. He was promoted to Serg’t; and was watiMay 7, 1862 at West Point,
VA. He was discharged on July 22, 1862 for his mehu

CANTINE, JOHN — John J. Cantine was born Decembét 2808, the son of John J.C.
& Ruth Bull Cantine. He was listed as a “printedjtor” who was living in Slaterville,
NY, and single when he enlisted on August 20, 1f863 years. He enlisted as a Private,
in Co. K, 137 Inf., N. Y. Vol. and was promoted to Com. Sergh. September 25,

1862; to Serg’t Maj. On October 15, 1862; {8 2eut. on November 11, 1862; t& 1

Leut. on April 14, 1863; to Captain on 24 Decemt#83. He served at Chanslorsville,
Gettysburg, and with Sherman from Chattanooga tanéd and through Georgia and
North and South Carolina as an Orderly to Gen. YdacGrany). After the war he

lived in Slaterville, Tompkins County, NY.

DON C. — see Hanford, Don C.

FRALICK, “LE” - Luzern Fralick was born July 22, 1837 in Pervesyla, the son of
John F. & Sophia S. Strong Fralick. He was liste@ &mechanick” and was single when
he enlisted for 3 years with Co.G,"5Bng. N.Y. Vols. After the war he lived in Ithaca,
Tompkins Co., NY.

HANFORD, DON C. — Don C. Hanford was born April 1, 1827 in the Toef

Caroline, Tompkins Co., NY, the son of Harry & Laututchinson Hanford. At the time
of his enlistment for 1 year as a Private with Bp178" Reg't, N Y Vols. he was a
farmer and married. He enlisted September 1, B8@4left for duty on September 17,
1864. He was promoted to Corporal on January 15.1&tk was spilled on the page.
Unit may be 176 or 179"]



HAWKINS, “JIM " — James C. Hawkins enlisted in the Town of Ithac&o. I, 339 NY
Regt. on May 7, 1861. He was discharged on Fepid@r1862 for disability.

KRUM, BILL — William B. Krum enlisted in Co. I, 32Reg't., N.Y.Vols. in the Town
of Ithaca as a Private on May 7, 1861. He washdigyed on September 27, 1862 for
disability. He was married Emma M. Horton. He died 927 and was buried in Quick
Cemetery, Town of Caroline, Tompkins Co., NY.

MANDEVILLE, JOHN - John L. Mandeville was born in 1836. He entisigth Co.
A, 50" Inf. Reg't., N Y Vol. He died November 29, 19Gigjed 71 years and was buried
in Quick Cemetery, Town of Caroline, Tompkins QY.

MARSH, ED — Edward Marsh enlisted in the Town of Danby opt8mber 5, 1861
with Co.E, 64' N Y Reg't. He was “Discharged” but no date wasegi

MARTIN, TOM - Thomas V. B. Martin enlisted on November 28,1,86 the Town of
lthaca as a Private in Co. I,"76l.Y. Reg't. He was transferred to Co. M R.Y. Art;
Promoted to Corp, Serg’t and Lieut.; discharged July 20, 1865.

PAUL = Paul Landon — Paul H. Landon was born April&32.in Ulster Co., NY, the
son of Heman & Rebecca Winchel Landon. He enlistdthaca as a farmer and was
married. He enlisted for 2 years in September 1864 Private in Co.l, 32Inf.., N'Y
Vols. He died at David’s Island, NY on June 1, 18b2isease. His remains were
brought home and buried in Quick Cemetery, Tow@aioline, Tompkins Co., NY.

PERSONIUS, WALKER — Walker V. Personius born 1836, died 1914, buined
Garrett Mandeville Dutch Reformed cemetery.

QUICK, JOHNSON - died January 10, 1897, aged 77 years, 1 monthwas buried in
Quick Cemetery, Town of Caroline, Tompkins Co., NY.

QUICK, RICHARD -- believed to be Richard S. Quick who died Febra 1892,
aged 73 years, 10 months, 20 days and buried itr&@€hapel Cemetery.

“PARK” —is believed to be James Madison Parker, borteSdger 18, 1836 in
Caroline, NY, the son of Samuel S. & Lydia Genumgkier. When he enlisted as a
Private with Co. B, 109Inf, NY Vols. he was married and a farmer. Hisignment
record states he was promoted to Corp’l and thetinner on July 1864. Stationed on
Tenesee River Undine. Cap't at Paris Landing. Teansd to USS Cincinnatti Nov. 18,
1864. Served at Mobile, was present at Surrendstotile. Promoted Gun Mate Aug.
15, 1865, discharged at Brooklyn Navy Yard.”

REED, “LEN” — Leonard S. (or C) Reed was born in March 184@aroline, Tompkins
Co., NY, the son of Jacob & Abigail Bishop Reeds Enlistment records states he was
single, a farmer, who enlisted on January 1, 1888 1fyears as a Private in Co. A, 109
Inf., N'Y Vols. After the war he returned to M&tCorners, Tompkins Co., NY and is



buried in Cooper Cemetery, Brooktondale, Tompkins @Y but there are no dates on
his stone.”

ROE, GEORGE — George Roe enlisted in Co. A, 10@f., N Y Vols. in August 1864
and received a $10 “bounty”. No other informationtos enlistment is available. He
died June 27, 1864, aged 28 years, 11 months, arthis buried in Roe Cemetery,
Brooktondale, Tompkins Co., NY. The epitaph ondtene reads: “Far from affliction,
toil, and care The happy soul is fled. The breshiday shall slumber there Among the
Silent dead. For the Union he fought, for the W@ died With the foe of his country
before him. Let the Nation remember his valor vptlde And the star spangled banner
wave o’er him.”

ROE, “BILL” — William Henry Roe was born January 1, 1842 irttdCorners,
Tompkins Co., NY, the son of James & Sarah An ReusoRoe. At the time of his
enlistment he was single and a farmer. He enliasea Private with Co. A, 18anf., for
3 years. After the war he returned to Mott's Cosndtlis tombstone in the Garrett
Mandeville Dutch Reformed Cemetery, SlatervilleiBgs, NY does not give a death
date, but does list him as a “Corp.” and havingldieage 59 years.

RYAN, JOHN - InThe History of Chemung, Schuyler, Tioga and Tongp&iounties,
New Yorkthe Town of Enfield records that John Ryan’s navas included in a “list of
forty-two names obtained in New York City by JohuffPSupervisor at that time; he has
no other record of them.”

SHURTER, “HAP” — Willis Shurter was born May 19, 1841 in the ToafrOlive,

Ulster County, NY, the son of Josiah & Jane ScBatirter. His enlistment record lists
him as single, a farmer, who enlisted for 3 year€o.A, 109 Inf., N'Y Vols. on August
17, 1862 as a Private. He was “mustered” (lefiiay) on August 27, 1862 and after the
war returned to Mott's Corners, Tompkins Co., N¥ #led January 17, 1914, aged 73
years. He and his wife, Jennie, are buried in Gemetery, Brooktondale, Tompkins
Co., NY.

SIMPSON, EUGENE — Eugene Simpson enlisted in the Town of Ithada @b. |, 33°
Inf., N.Y. Vols. on May 7, 1861. He was killed $ember 14, 1862 at South Mountain.

SNOW, “TIP” — Harrison Snow was born March 11, 1840 in the ToWw@aroline,
Tompkins Co., NY, the son of Asa and Mary Eighmy®n His enlistment record liste
him as a lumberman and married when he enlistesleptember 1, 1861 as a Private
with Co. G, 58' Eng., N. Y. Vols. After the war he lived in MottGorners, [now
Brooktondale] Tompkins Co., NY.

SNOW, “AL” - Alford Henry Snow was born February 9, 1837hi@ Town of Caroline,
Tompkins Co., NY, the son of Asa & Mary Eighmy Sndis enlistment record lists
him as a lumberman and single when he enlistedeptegber 1, 1861 as a private with
Co. G, 50" Eng., N. Y. Vols. After the war he lived in MattCorners, [now



Brooktondale] Tompkins Co., NY. He married Rebe&cBodd and died in 1915. They
are buried in Quick Cemetery, Town of Caroline, p&ms Co., N.Y.

SPAULDING, BEN — Benjamin F. Spaulding was born August 15, 183Mew York
State, the won of William & Eunice Cowel Spauldiftge enlisted in on April 27, 1861
for 2 years, as a Private, in Co. 1"3mf., N.Y.Vols. He was married to Lucy Boyce and
his occupation was listed as a farmer. He was aei@rSerg't at the time of his death
on November 28, 1862. He died at Hagerstown, VAcainic diareah” and his remains
were brought home where he was buried in Quick @GempeTown of Caroline,
Tompkins Co., N.Y.

VANDEMARK, TOM - Thomas Vandemark was born in 1831. He died®i®land
was buried, with his wife Phebe A. and daughter ifdirin Cooper Cemetery,
Brooktondale, NY.

VOORHEES, BILL - believed to be William L. Vorhis who died Noveent30, 1863,
age 19. He served with the Signal Corp. and hisenappears on the Civil War Veterans
monument at the Town Hall in Danby.

YAPLE, BILL FRANK — William Franklin Yaple was born on April 7, 1842the

Town of Caroline, Tompkins Co., NY, the son of With & Affy Wood Yaple. At the

time of his enlistment on August 31, 1864 in thevihamf Caroline, he was single and
listed as a farmer. His enlistment records he evdisted for 1 year as a Private. He was
killed April 2, 1865 at Petersburg and buried atlean Slaterville, Tompkins Co., NY.



